
Welcome, Joe McHugh!

The Richmond Friends School Board has appointed Joe 

McHugh as Interim Head of School for the 2020-21 

school year.

An experienced leader in K-12 education McHugh has focused in  

recent years on helping schools during periods of leadership  

transition. He served as Interim Head of School at Carolina Friends 

School (Durham, N.C.)  during the 2018-19 school year and at Friends 

School of Minnesota (St. Paul, Minn.) in  2017-18. Earlier in his career, 

he held leadership positions at Hill-Murray School of St. Paul, Hales 

Franciscan High School in Chicago and Hawaii Catholic Schools. He 

also has an extensive background in human resources and consulting 

services in corporate environments. 

Search committee members, board members, faculty, staff, parents, and students alike spoke highly of Joe’s 

“calming nature” and are excited to welcome him to the Richmond community.  His 30+ years of education 

experience will help the school navigate current opportunities for growth and the search for a permanent Head 

of School.

He earned his A.B. from the University of Detroit, an M.A. from Columbia University, and an M.Div. from  

Woodstock College. Since 2006, he has served as a faculty member in the certificate program in spiritual  

direction at Perkins School of Theology of Southern Methodist University.

“I’m delighted to have the opportunity to serve as Interim Head of School at Richmond Friends School for the 2020-21 

school year. I look forward to working with all of you—students, parents, staff, board members and Richmond  

community leaders—to ensure a productive upcoming school year. 

 

I have to admit, however, that the Coronavirus pandemic, forces us to face challenges that are as absolutely new as they 

are undeniably daunting for us as educators, parents and citizens. But as folks formed in the Quaker tradition, we face 

them together with searching hope, confident that a way forward will open for us. I’m confident that Richmond Friends 

School will be a force for the power of hope, rationality and creativity in the greater Richmond community.”

McHugh will start work at Richmond Friends School in early May, serving in tandem with departing Head of 

School Marcie Roberts, who will leave her position at the end of the school year, after serving in leadership roles 

at RFS for 16 years.  Marcie and her family will be moving to North Carolina and cheering on RFS from afar!  


