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This first official monthly newsletter of the year is packed with
information from not only your classroom teachers, but also interesting
biography tidbits from newly hired staff. It has been a busy start to the year, but
especially challenging, for me anyway, as we finalized these employment
decisions. Even though we hired Michele Stewart just before school began, her
info did not make the print date for our Handbook, so learn more about her
diverse background later in this publication. She has certainly hit the ground
running with Marianne in PreK-K and we are happy to have her with us. | have
already expressed my excitement with the hire of our office assistant, Chris
Fretz (yippee). You will read more about him and his wife, Lindsey Frye, since
she will be our Spanish language instructor. Lindsey has agreed to not only
teach our students infusing a love and passion for learning about language and
culture, but also further develop and document a comprehensive language
curriculum that may even spill over into summer programs. Each class will
have Spanish for a half an hour on Monday and Friday mornings. Last, but
certainly not | east, I 6d li ke to welc
You may have already seen him aroundd he is also the proud father or new
student Emerson in PreK. Each class will have music in the basement of West
Ri chmond Friends for a half and hour
feel and hear the rhythm and beats of the percussion and song that will start
next week.

We had a board retreat last Saturday when we spent some time
orienting new members and well as refreshing memories of returning members
on the inés and outés of our School
Quinones, our new Board Clerk, did a nice job facilitating an informative,
productive, community time as we gear up for a busy year. Speaking of
committees, | have just managed to convince Laura Hinkley to convene our
Parents6 Committee. Thanks Laur a!
as they oversee special events, help with communication and support
classroom teachers (we have a representative parent from each class), not to
mention head up our parent fundraising initiatives. Our first event is fast
approachingé. Ri chmond is celebrati
N Weekend and parade on the 12th. We are hoping to have as many families as
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(continued from page 1)

possible join us dressed in your finest western duds. When you come back from your Labor Day holiday on
Tuesday, bring a broom handled device. Your child will then work to turn it into a trusty steed to either gallop
or hitch to a hay wagon in the parade. Again, mor ¢ i
i mportant event to put on your calé&6dandpafegbsdhé&ayspé
Friends Day. If you have an out-of-town relative or friend, please start making travel plans. Students will be
generating invitations soon.

We are continuing to finalize our Wellness Wednesday rotations at the Earlham College Wellness Center. We
started this week with soccer, volleyball and wallyball. We even have some college varsity coaches and
Assistant coaches working with our students as they learn and try new skills in a beautiful facilityd t hat 6 s
ifAwesome, 0 as | heard one student remar k! Stay tuped
with Friends Fellowship Community where we hope to engage our students with senior residents in art,

reading, sharing and communal activities.

Lastly, thanks to all those who helped with our Creek Walkd it is certainly a muddy and wet time to
remember. We value your help as we explore and discover natural treasures as well as individual and
collective gifts.

Pre -K/K: Marianne

Itdos amazing that we hajy
weeks already! The transition to a new school and new
routines is a big step for many. Your children are working
hard and doing a good job, though | am certain that it will
be yet another few weeks before the routines are totally
smooth. One of the daily routines is a morning work job.
We are still getting familiar with these and learning what
each job requires. If you have time and are interested, we
encourage you to come in and help your child with their
jobs and other morning routines. This can be a big help
until you child feels comfortable and confident with the
various jobs. We appreciate your support on this.

We have been enjoying learning more about
each other as your children have brought in their spe-
cial items and information to share about themselves. | have been intrigued by all of it but most intrigued by
the variety of interests your children say they ar
yet but so far we have interest in learning about: space, robots, Monarch Butterflies, cats, insects and spi-
ders, pretend people, snakes, and puzzles. | look forward to thinking about how we can accommodate all
these interests. Some of these are already studies in process. Read on below.

Hopefully you have been seeing and hearing abo t h
We are studying insects, spiders, and bugs in general. We have been very fortunate to observe a newly
emerged cicada found by Ellie on her way to school, and to have a Monarch butterfly caterpillar (now a
chrysalis) that we are closely watching as it goes through its changes to become a butterfly. Your children
really do get the idea of a life cycle! They are talking about this as well as doing drawings to depict the dif-
ferent stages. Of course, we have been doing lots of reading as well. We are just beginning to learn the
difference between fiction and nonfiction. Our field guides have already become popular books to look
through.

Eric Carle is an author and illustrator of many fiction books that we are reading and studying about
right now. He has many books about animals, which includes stories about insects and spiders. Though
his stories are fictional and fun, he often writes them with the purpose of providing information. Your chil-
dren seem to love them all, and do enjoy hearing them repeated a number of times. | know some of you are
seeing them come home in their book baggies.

Speaking of book baggies, it is great to see your children are getting this routine down and being so
responsible about returning books the next day. | certainly appreciate your support with this and your

(continued on page 3)

Pre-K/K students planting their vegetable garden.
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support in reading with your child. | also enjoy reading your comments.
I know that some of your children are choosing books that are quite ad-
vanced and something that canét b
at just a few pages or pictures t
choose their own books right now. As we move further into the year,

your children will be bringing little reader books home that they will read
to you in addition to a picture book that you can read to them. Please let

me know if you have any questions about the book baggies.

Thank you to everyone for all the hard work that got done every-
where on our orientation workday and a special thanks to the amazing
job that was done in the gardens making it just right for us to start a fall
garden. It has been such a rewarding experience, to sow the seeds,
watch, water, and then see everything pop up so quickly. Thanks to the
very warm August days we have been having!!! Your children are very
invested in the garden and eagerly water and check their plants daily.
We have one spot in the garden that has not been filled. The students
have suggested that we plant flowers there. In the spring we will plant
annual flowers there but for now we are looking for donations of
mums or any other fall flowering plants. We would also accept dona-
tions of any bulbs to plant now, for spring bloom. Thank you in ad- Aaron preparing the vegetable

vance! garden for planting.
The annual creek walk was tons of fun with good weather
and lots of families joining in. For many of the children it is a highlight
as we begin the school year together and a time that is remembered and talked about throughout the year.
Thanks to everyone who joined in, making this a successful venture.

Field Trip coming up:  We will be going to Cope Environmental Center to explore insect life in and
around the wetlands on Friday, September 18™. We will leave around 8:45am and return in time for lunch.
We will be looking for parent drivers and help. Please save this date if you can help us out.

Needs: old newspapers for covering our tables for messy projects
Small boom box with CD and cassette player for a listening center
Mums and/or other fall flowers and bulbs for our flower garden.

After a year of absence, it feels good to be back at RFS reconnecting with old students and families and

getting to know al/l of you new ones as well. I 6m |
free to contact me with any questions or concerns. Email works well for me cope.marianne@gmail.com.

Pre -K/K Class Schedule

We are still working out the kinks in our daily schedule as we add in music and Spanish
classes and the twice a month afternoon trips to the wellness center at Earlham. For
right now, the following will give you a rough idea of our daily schedule.

MORNING SCHEDULE AFTERNOON SCHEDULE
Morning work jobs and play Story and quiet reading
Circle sharing and singing Math and or science activity
Story and writing Choice playtime

Snack Afternoon work jobs
Outdoor play and soon to start PE Closure to the day

Closure to the morning i story, discussion, singing Parent pick up and sign out
Lunch and recess

ki
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102: Laura
I

As | write this, we have just had a board
retreat and | find myself feeling very appreciative of
the Richmond Friends School community. Board
members, faculty, staff community members,
parents, grandparents, children, siblings. All of you.

We have had a great start to the school i
year in our class. |tos
only been together as a group for two weeks. The
students have adjusted to new schedules, to me,
and to each other so s mgq
a group for months already!

Each morning when the students come to
class, they take out their Tablework folders and
begin their work right away. They do this work for
35 minutes, four days a week. Tablework gives the °
students an opportunity to work independently to Students playing with clay and exploring the
practice work they have learned in class as a group. creek bed at this yearos Bannu
Topics range from reading silently, to writing, to math
work, to practicing their address, to artwork, and so on.
When an entire Tablework list is complete, | check over that
studentds work with him/her
time. The following day, that student moves on to the next
Tablework list. As of Friday, everyone has finished the first
list. Several students are already half way through their
second list. | had better get writing!

We have just finished our first author study. Margie
Palatini writes funny books with cartoon drawings. We
searched for the similarities and differences among these
books, and then wrote and illustrated our own books in the
Palatini style. They are in our room on the Language wall
above the computers if you would like to have a peek.

Also in language, we have been working on
compound words, writing descriptive sentences, sentence
correction (primarily for capitals, end punctuation and an
introduction to using commas when a sentence contains a
list of things).

After spending time reading with each student during
the first week of school, | have placed the students into g
reading groups so that | can be meet the particular reading — ~
readiness of each child. There are three groups. They seem to be working out very well. Each group has
a different book, of which | have multiple copies. The last hour of the day, | sit with each group in turn,
we read together while the other groups read silently. By the end of the day, | have read with everyone,
and itoés time for home.

After completing pretests, the students were each given a math book. | introduce new topics to
the students in small groups. When they are ready, they work in their math books independently to
practice what theydéve just |l earned. The students r k
do their best work, try hard, not race, but also not dawdle. We have been doing addition, subtraction,
work with money, odd and even, patterns, ordinal numbers, interpreting calendars, and making/
practicing with flashcards to increase our speed and memorization of basic addition facts.

Thursday afternoons are devoted to Science. We have a weekly science newsletter that
provides the foundation of what we learn. We do experiments of various sorts, and also do some small

(continued on page 5)
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amounts of writing and answering questions about our discoveries. So far we have learned about spiders,
sinking/floating, and scientific tools.

We are VERY pleased to have met both Keith and Lindsey, our new music and Spanish teachers,
respectively. They are both warm and friendly, fun and full of knowledge. Just the happy combinations we
need. Welcome to both Keith and Lindsey! Also, a big welcome to Chris, who will be working in the office!

As always, if you have any questions for me, pleage d

LauraJosephson@comcast.net. &&&&&&&&KK&K
. &,

September Birthdays

3-6: John

A
A

. . Ben Graham ~ 13th
I am very excited about this school year. The class & , &
seems to be a caring and kind group of people, which Savana Blair ~ 16th
will make all of the academic pursuits of the coming Lilly Hinkley ~ 23rd
year much easier. There are already some obvious Natalie Josephson ~ 25th

strengths which will benefit everyone in the class as we %

learn from each other- | stopped even trying to pretend
I knew everything a long time ago.

| am adding a couple of things this year. First, every
student now has a homework journal where they write
down their daily assignments. Parents, please check
this to make sure that your child has enough time, quiet
space, and help to finish their work. It might even be
beneficial, at least at the beginning of the year, to check
this before leaving school to make sure that your child
has everything packed up to enable them to complete
their homework. | know there is nothing more frustrating
than getting home only to find that their math book is
back at school. Itry to check with students to make sure
they are ready to go home, but there are occasions when |
this is not possible for every student.

Another thing | am adding is a folder which should be
brought home every Friday and then returned the
following Monday. This will contain many of the
assignments and work that was done in class during that
week. | will still keep some work to either help me properly Johnds class playing
evaluate the students' progress or to add to the students' Earl ham Coll egeds Well
portfolios, but most work will be going home. Hopefully this
will allow parents to get a better idea of what we are doing in
class.

| am also having the students read to me more often in class. | am incorporating a 20-30 minutes of
quiet reading time into class, while | rotate from one student to the next to have them privately read to
me for 5-10 minutes at a time. We will be using some of the words that they struggle with in proceeding
spelling lists.

In the first couple of weeks we have made homemade ice cream, which included doing the math to be
able to buy the proper amounts of each ingredient as well as a field trip to Marsh to shop for the best
buys. We have done a 3 part experiment involving water, ice, and salt which focused on how
experiments are done. We have done some individual study on some of the early pioneers in country
western music which included finding some basic information, locating a good representation of their
music on the internet, drafting and revising an organized piece about the performer, creating an artwork
about the performer, and then presenting everyting to the class. | would like to thank Jordan for being
brave and ready enough to volunteer to go first. We have divided into 3 math groups, which will meet

(continued on page 6)
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(continued from page 5)
together almost every day. We have taken our first spelling test- which left wonderful room for
improvement. Additionally, we have looked at how to divide words into syllables and taken an inventory
about the handwriting needs of the class.

| appreciate the comments | have gotten about the newly painted walls and installed lighting, but
thanks should also be given to Eric Josephson, Laura's son who is starting high school (man, am |
getting old) and gave up some of his summer to help me out with everything. If you see him, just give

him a big hug or kiss. Make sure you let him know that | suggested it.

Please do not hesitate to contact me of you have any questions. | always check my email during the
evening, so you can send me a message to johnsheets@verizon.net. | am also usually available either
before or after class for anything that needs immediate attention. If all of that fails, then just call me at
969-0584.

Creek Walk 2009!

Here are some photos from this vy
all the parents who hel ped us ma
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Keith Kozart: Music Teacher

Keith received
his B.A. in Music
(percussion),
with a minor in
Business from
the University of
Northern Colo-
rado. At Earlham
he teaches ap-
plied percussion and directs the Hand Drum Ensemble
and Rhythm Project. Also faculty at Indiana University
East, Keith carries a full roster of private percussion
students from the surrounding community while main-
taining an active live performance schedule. Among his
other musical interests are drum circle facilitation and
instrument building. With
traveled abroad to Salvador, Brazil and Guinea, Africa
to study the roots of Afro Brazilian and West African
music. He is a member of the Percussive Art Society
and an adjudicator in the Indiana State School Music

Michele Stewart: Pre -K/K Assistant Teacher

Michele is a
graduate of
Indiana University
with a ba
degree in
Occupational
Therapy. Her past
work experience
includes: working
as an OT
in an inpatient adolescent psychiatric unit at
Community Hospital of Indianapolis for 7 years and
working as a pharmaceutical sales representative
for GlaxoSmithKline for 18 years. Entering an early
retirement, she did substitute teaching for the
Richmond Community Schools for a year before
joining with RFS. She is very pleased to be a part of
the RFS staff, working with Marianne Cope as a
teaching assistant. In her free time, she enjoys
spending time with family and friends, staying
active, and is an animal lover. Also, she is a
certified water fitness instructor and will be teaching
a class at Earlham this fall.

New Faculty and Staff!

Lindsey Frye: Spanish Teacher

Lindsey was
born and
raised in
Roaring
Spring, Penn-
sylvania. She
has a B.A. in
Spanish and
Sociology from Eastern Mennonite Univer-
sity. Most recently she was living in Santa
Cruz, Bolivia where she worked in Commu-
nity Development with Mennonite Central
Committee. She is a first year Masters of

E @ivinithstudeat it B&thalyBonminkry. SHe &  h
looking forward to developing a way for the
folks at Richmond Friends School to love
Spanish as much as she does!

Chris Fretz: Office Manager

Chris gradu-
ated from
Eastern Men-
nonite Univer-
sity in 2005
with a Bache-
|l ords D
in Economic
Development. After working for the Na-
tional Campaign for a Peace Tax Fund in
2006, Chris spent the past 2 and a half
years volunteering with his wife, Lindsey
Frye, in Santa Cruz, Bolivia with Mennon-
ite Central Committee. They worked on
several community development initia-
tives, including a health and nutrition pro-
gram for mothers and their children. Chris
is currently enrolled in the Masters of Di-
vinity program at Bethany Theological
Seminary. He joined the Richmond
Friends School the fall of 2009.




