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Kay Maurer
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School Calendar

Sept 7: No School: Labor
Day

Sept 12: Richmond
Celebrates Kids

Parade - 11:00am

Septl7: Parent s b

Sept 19: Family Fun Fest
11:00am-3:00pm, 10th
Street Park

School Coordinator: Marcie

Thank you for a great t ur nobukhowbathrasdnar
administrator and a parent, it was good to see the classrooms in high gear with
students sharing exciting things that they have been working on. | hope your
Parent / Teacher conferences on Oct. 1-2" are even more informative, but
perhaps not as crowded as you have some important 1:1 time with your
teachers! Thank you also for those of you
West Kidos Fest™ Sireet Baif on comsecutiveé Beptember
weekends T it has been busy. As you already know from having to drop off
your envelopes, Grandparentsd & Spweci
look forward to receiving your special guests and having them spend some
time with us. Please see the schedule printed elsewhere in the
newsletter. Again, let Marcie know if you need us to help pair your child with
an area senior who is willing to come and help. We hope all students have a
friend that day. The end of the month will have most of us enjoying some well
earned rest time as we observe our Fall Break on the 29" and 30". Marianne,
however, will be traveling east before and over her break to join colleagues
from other Friends Schools for a SPARC conference through Friends Council
on Education. The SPARC program is based on the principles of teacher
formation from Parker Palmer's "Courage to Teach" work. A group of teachers
are selected to take part in this collaborative community, using reflective tools
or self-directed professional development. Together, over a two-year cycle, the
group examines the art and calling of teaching. John completed his two year
rotation | ast year and is more Weamr |
thrilled that Marianne now has the same opportunity.

We are trying to launch our Friends Fellowship Partnership in October. J o h n
class will be going on the 8" for their first monthly visit (other classes will be
going once a semester). | look forward to sharing more information with
detailed dates and activities soon. We have loved what we have done there in
the past and look forward to building upon this program and our relationships
with meaningful, intergenerational learning opportunities. On the 9", Laura
and Johnés classes wil/l participate
College in the afternoon working on problem solving, communication and team
building skills. You will be receiving additional information as well as sign-off

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

forms. Speaking of | earning opportunities, our GREEN
have seen our co-mingle recycling dumpster just before you walk through the archway on the side of the
school. Teachers may be showing an informative DVD supplied by Best Way Disposal and we are hoping to
possibly tour their processing facilities in Muncie sometime this year so we can all learn more about the
recycling process and impacts of our actions. We are pleased to offer this service to our families in an effort
to recycle more than ever before. Reminder: you are welcome to dump your materials every Friday. Our
collective efforts make a difference to our Earth T join us!

A quick update for you regarding daily guests and workers in the school i we have now finally settled on a
schedule, at least for the next few months, of Earlham students who join us in a variety of capacities. We
have workstudy students, Bonner Scholars and other volunteers providing additional classroom assistance,
lunch / recess and Aftercare help. We also have Education Theory and Practice students who will be
observing and ultimately teaching a lesson (with the help and supervision of your lead teacher) as well as a
few international students who are here to observe and help as needed. We hope they will share information
about themselves, their home countries and cultures as we always welcome opportunities to broaden our
horizons.

A word of seasonal caution, watch out for falling black walnuts (they are big and green) if you are standing
under the tree canopy on the back playground. And perhaps a more serious seasonal caution as flu season
approaches i we will continue to pass along updates and information related to H1N1 that we receive almost
daily from the Center of Disease Control and Wayne County Emergency Management. Please do not
hesitate to ask us questions. | look forward to another wonderful month with you and our students.

Pre-K/K: Marianne
|

We are finally at a point where our classroom schedule
and routines are beginning to be more consistent and the
children are more comfortable going about their work and
play. They are eagerly and confidently taking responsibility
for their work jobs, both in the morning, and afternoon. |
feel we are well on our way to becoming a community of
learners that cares for each other and works together for
the best of us all.

Our study of insects, spiders and bugs continues. We
have been fortunate to have both the spider and praying
mantis females lay eggs in their cages. We have learned _ _ )
that both of the females will die soon after laying their eggs. Marianne and Nate performing with the

This has already happened with the spider and we are wait- €St of the Pre -K/K class for Parents Night.
ing and watching the praying mantis closely. Both egg

cases will be taken out of the classroom for the winter and be left in my shed (trying to simulate nature) until
spring comes when we hope we will see the eggs hatch and be able to release the little ones.

I hope you enjoyed Parents Night as much as the k
classroom life with you. Then, to have a performance as well just adds a bit more to the excitement. We will
be sending around a video for you to view of the 2nd performance we did last week, for the whole school.
When it is your turn, please be prompt about looking at it and returning it so others can have a turn, thanks.
Thank you also for making Parentds Night such a hi

We were so lucky with the warm weather on the day of our trip to Cope Environmental Center. This allowed
us to really get into the water to search for all kinds of critters. It was a productive exploratory morning. Hope-

fully you heard about it from your child. Feel free to come in and look at the group book we made about the
(Continued on page 3)




(Continued from page 2) —

trip and see the pictures taken (thanks to Nicole
Blair for bringing these in).

I can6t wait to show
great work your children are doing when you come
for parent conferences this week.

We write in the classroom every day and for the
most part your children are loving it. Many are
working to put detail into their pictures and are at-
tempting to write words to label their drawings. |
love that they are beginning to believe they are
writers, which they are!l! We now have writing tools
and supplies in every area in the classroom.

Reading also happens every day in many different
ways: a shared read aloud story, individual reading,
reading the charts, reading labels in the room, and
reading along with a story tape just to name a few.
There isnoét anyone in
books. Hooray!! In the afternoon we are reading

and

t h

Paighton looking for insects at the Cope
Environmental Center.

By the time you get this newsletter we will have a
new class pet. We have been preparing the cage
and getting ready. Taking care of the guinea pig will

% ong maja g (o gt 1 the iabiphagt: The ghideen

a4
are so excited; | know you will be hearing all abou

our first chapter book, Char | ot t elbBisis Ve b

bit of a stretch for some but it felt like a timely piece
to read while having our own spider in the class-
room.

The afternoon children have loved exploring the
math materials on the math shelf. They have been
counting, sorting, classifying, creating designs, and
in some cases adding and taking away. We have
just begun to study patterns. Ask your child to do a
pat clap rhythm for you. This is just one of many
ways we will be exploring patterns. We will be
working with patterns visually, auditorially and
physically. This work with patterns is a key compo-
nent to developing mathematical thinking and prob-
lem solving.

We love our Wednesdays at the Earlham Wellness
Center. Itis great for me to be able to take more of
an observer role and watch your children work at
the wvarious skills
pressed with their interest and ability to work with
the soccer skills being taught. We feel very fortu-
nate to have this opportunity offered to us.

Can you believe we were just about ready to pick
lettuce from our garden only to discover some little
critter had nibbled all the tops of the lettuce off?
We were quite surprised and wonder what animal
might be enjoying our lettuce. We quickly put up
the two scarecrows that
(thank you, Ann). Now we will watch and see what
happens next.

- having water bottles certainly helps this.

Coming up:

Tuesday October 6 ™, 9-11:00 am - field trip to
Wesl er 8s Ap p |ITeey de asta wanderful
tour of the orchard including the packaging room and
cold storage. We would love to have any of you join
us. Younger siblings are welcome to come as well
with an additional fee for them. It will be $2.50 per
child.

Friday October 16 ", 8:30-11:30 am - Grandpar-

of

ent sdé/ Speci al . Thkanks éonserslidg inD a

the stamped and addressed envelopes. Our invita-
tions are in the mail! Please let us know as we ap-
proach this day who will be coming to school to be
with your child. It is always a fun and very special
day.

Insect and bug projects, the first for the school
year, will be coming up soon . Each of your chil-

bei n grendwfll beeasik@dto select larPiNsEet tPica® Forel

about and give a short presentation to the class.
You might want to start talking with your child about
which insect, spider, or bug they think they would
like to learn more about. | will be sending home in-
formation about this soon.

Reminder:

We encourage you to help your child remember to
take their water bottle home over the weekend to be
washed. °rRe%trick is Yo°make Sufe Yt Eomed Back on
Monday morning. | am really pleased to see how
much water your children drink on a daily basis and
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Robbie and Cole having fun at the
Kidsfest parade

102: Laura

We have really gotten into routine in the class-
room now. The students enter each morning and
move straight to their Tablework for the morning.
They are enjoying having choices to make first
thing in the morning and being able to work at
their own pace. Il 6m en
right in, and either start something new from their
Tablework or continue on with work that is in pro-
gress. Without exception, the students have be-
come more independent and self-regulating in
their effort and in their use of time.

This year, | have decided that we will take a
break from Tuesday Packets every fourth week
and do a one-week project. We did our first of
these this month, studying jazz. In class, we lis-
tened to many different jazz musicians from dif-
ferent time periods and with different styles. The
students also explored five jazz musicians at
home and chose one to share with the class.
Their response to the music was very pure,
rhythmic and their curiosity was exciting.

During reading groups each afternoon, students
spend some time reading with me, and some
time reading independently. To facilitate better
focus on the independent reading this month, |
had each student think of something they would
really like to know more about (non-fiction). We
compiled a list and | went to the library and
checked out lots of books on each topic. The stu-
dents took organizing the books by topic and
sharing what they learned very seriously and
were eager to read every day. | never knew

there was a limit to how many books you can check
out at the |l ibrary.
back for a new set next week.

| have read several chapter books aloud to the stu-
dents this month. Horrible Harry and the Ant Inva-
sionl ed to conversations

around someone who brags a lot. Junie B. Jones:
Cheater Pants had us talking about how cheating
makes you feel, and about forgiveness. We are
currently reading Blubber, and how sometimes we
can get pulled into doing things we know we
shoul dndt do if

We are continuing to make and practice with addi-
tion flashcards. |1t06s
important to memorize basic addition and subtrac-
tion facts. Also, the students are creating many
different addition problems, all with the same an-
swer. What started out as puzzling and frustrating
has become a creative, collaborative exercise.

| overheard this exchange the other day.

fil did 7 + 5 = 12. Wh at
fil made mine | i ke this:
fiYou fowradmbers?? | di dn
do, that,. Ho w diﬁ ou do
oying the way the C ome

We have been practicing printing, using all lower-
case letters unless a word actually calls for a capi-
tal letter. It is important for all the students to be
doing this at this point. Reinforcement of this at
home is very helpful, especially with regard to
homework.

In science, we have been learning about the ear-
drum, rocks and rock formations, phases of the
moon, water in solid-liquid-gas form, and have en-
joyed experiments with all of these. How fun and
silly experiments can be sometimes! Many of the
student-selected library book topics have arisen
from our science work.

We are |l ooking forward
October 16". Please do let me know how many
people you are expecting to attend. The students
are going to help plan what we do that day, and
knowing how many people are going to be there
will help us to know what will work best.

Hel p! I di dnét request
cils in my supplies list at the start of the school
year. Please send a dozen sharpened pencils to
school with your child.

We | |
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3-6: John
|

Our class has a busy month ahead of
us. Project work will divide October in
half. Students will be preparing themselves
to teach the class about their chosen bodily
system via a presentation sometime be-
tween October 5th and October 7th. Stu-
dents have been creating a picture of their
entire system done from a tracing of their
own body and individual pictures of the ma-
jor system components, with the parts la-
beled. They are also answering questions
from their fellow students and preparing a
vocabulary list. On October 8th and 9th, stu-
dents will be choosing the country they will
studying for the UNICEF fair in November.

Speaking of the UNICEF fair, the dates
and times have been decided: November
10th and 11th (Tuesday and Wednesday)
from 3:30 till 5:00. It will again be held in
West Richmond Friends basement as a part of their
continuing support of UNICEF. West Richmond will
also be having their craft sale in the Meetinghouse Ii-
brary at the same time that our fair is happening. Stu-
dents are asked to remain at school on those dates and
walk over to West Richmond to be at their learning cen-
ters, read stories from their countries, and serve up food
samples. Parents do not have to be at the Fair, since |
will be there to support the students, however it is im-

portant to note that students will need parental support
in the preparation of some authentic food from their
chosen country. Each student (with parental help) is
asked to provide about 30 food samples for each day of
the UNICEF fair. We use these food samples, as well
as stories and games to help raise money for UNICEF,
The United Nations Children's Fund.
We will be focusing on how to effectively work as a
group through Earlham's low rope course from 1 to 4 on
Friday, October 9th. It is important to note that this
does not utilize the high ropes course, so don't worry
about any fear of heights! On Thursday, October 8th,
we will be traveling to Friends Fellowship, a Quaker
retirement home, to have some fun, inter-generational
interactions with the residents. My class will be visiting
there once a month to do craft activities, read, and play
games. Please look for upcoming notices asking for
drivers outside the office to make these events a suc-
cess. Additionally, we will be continuing our physical
education opportunities at Earlham's Wellness Center
on October 7th and 28th.

Congratulations to Tania, Hannah, and Jacob who
get perfect scores on their spelling tests this past
week! They all did so much better.

Parents and students excited about sharing at
Richmond Friends School Parents Night!

Recycling
Reminder!

Our new co-mingle recycling
dumpster will be open to RFS
families every Friday morning and
afternoon during drop-off and pick-
up times. You can put office pa-
per, magazines, cereal boxes,
cardboard, plastics 1-7, glass, and
aluminum in there all mixed to-
gether, so please take advantage
of it!

The contents are emptied weekly
and taken to a recycling plant in
Muncie. If you have any ques-
tions, talk to Marcie or Chris.
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Spanish: Lindsey
]

We are off to a good start in Spanish class.
Most of the month of September has been
dedicated to greetings. We began with hello
and goodbye and have been working W|th

&
&,
&,
&,
&

EL LN S S

October Birthdays
Luc Baker -Stahl (spring) ~ 13th
Bode Retherford ~ 21
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two questions. The r @pt AfiComo Te LI amas?o
means AWhat is your na&”é You respond by
saying, fiMe || amoé. o%%%@&%&&%ﬁ&
second i CH»mMdO Eme¢ans Aihdwr a

you?o We spent a few days

response with the words nBi Muﬁﬁbxf;lghMal
(bad) aMmsd2 A(so so) that CEESEEEGNNT—

class to play a game. Feel free to review the-

se questions and answers at home. Also,
parents with children in grades 3-6, please
check for homework on Mondays (which is
due on Fridays). We have now begun an
exciting unit on objects in the classroom, and
in October we ol | al so
Mexico.

Savanna and Ellie are thrilled to be
horsing around at the Kidsfest Parade!

What great fun | 6ve had
at RFS! Getting to know teachers, staff,
parents and children has joyfully expanded
my world- and the semester marches on.
This past month we have spent time at

b e 89 @@v TUgE Ka5% 9Piting Begipied
thro song an exploring areas of the

vast world of musical instruments. My fo-

cus is to encourage musical growth via
activities in three areas; song/movement,
sound exploration and instrument recogni-

tion.

Each week the three individual
classes usually perform similar musical
activities with age appropriate adjustments
(which is my biggest challenge- | love it).

We bve introduced our se
song called fAHey ho, wh
AWho do you know A for
formed a circle exercise with clap shakers,
told a story together using a HUGE bass
drum for our sound effects, played musical
instrument hide-and-seek (picture paper
cut-outs) and began learning the lyrics/
movement to AThe Manne
thatdéds right, you <can
song to have its debut performance in the

near future.

| 6ve i ncl uer dhowaandh an
tell moment at the end of our sessions with
the intent to calm our bodies and minds
before returning to regular class- | perform
briefly on a unique world instrument and/or
sing in a foreign language. This month
was the West African djembe drum, the
Brazilian Cuica, and
song called Al sha Ol uw

Our next few weeks will focus on pre-
paring for the Grandparents/Special
Friendsod day- what fuhlo-+ ma
Ashay
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A good place to grow

2009 Grandparentso & Speci
Friday, October 16, 2009

8:30am i Arrival.....Welcome!
*Students, please report to your classrooms
*Guests, please join us in West Richmond Friends'
Library, upstairs. Sign in and get a name tag. Help
yourself to refreshments!

8:45 - 9:30am T Presentation
*Marcie Roberts, School Coordinator

9:30 - 10:10am 1 Songs & Snack

*Students will join us for a short music program lead by
Music Teacher, Keith Cozart

*Following the music, students are welcome to join you
in having refreshments before returning to class

10:30 - 11:30am 1 Guests are with students in the classrooms

11:30-12:30 Lunch
*Guests depart i Thank you for coming!

*Guests may take students out to lunch. If you do so,
please make sure that the teachers know and plan to
have them back to school by 12:30pm.




