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2009  

School Calendar 

Sept 7:  No School: Labor 
Day 

 

Sept 12: Richmond 
Celebrates Kids 

Parade - 11:00am 

 

Sept 17: Parentsô Night  

 

Sept 19: Family Fun Fest 
11:00am-3:00pm, 10th 
Street Park  

Thank you for a great turnout for Parentsô Night last month.  I know both as an 
administrator and a parent, it was good to see the classrooms in high gear with 
students sharing exciting things that they have been working on.  I hope your 
Parent / Teacher conferences on Oct. 1-2

nd
 are even more informative, but 

perhaps not as crowded as you have some important 1:1 time with your 
teachers!  Thank you also for those of you who participated in Richmondôs Old 
West Kidôs Fest parade and 10

th
 Street Fair on consecutive September 

weekends ï it has been busy.  As you already know from having to drop off 
your envelopes, Grandparentsô & Special Friendsô Day is Friday, Oct. 16

th
.  We 

look forward to receiving your special guests and having them spend some 
time with us.  Please see the schedule printed elsewhere in the 
newsletter.  Again, let Marcie know if you need us to help pair your child with 
an area senior who is willing to come and help.  We hope all students have a 
friend that day.  The end of the month will have most of us enjoying some well 
earned rest time as we observe our Fall Break on the 29

th
 and 30

th
.  Marianne, 

however, will be traveling east before and over her break to join colleagues 
from other Friends Schools for a SPARC conference through Friends Council 
on Education.  The SPARC program is based on the principles of teacher 
formation from Parker Palmer's "Courage to Teach" work. A group of teachers 
are selected to take part in this collaborative community, using reflective tools 
or self-directed professional development. Together, over a two-year cycle, the 
group examines the art and calling of teaching.  John completed his two year 
rotation last year and is more fearless than ever, canôt you tell?!  We are 
thrilled that Marianne now has the same opportunity. 

 

We are trying to launch our Friends Fellowship Partnership in October.  Johnôs 
class will be going on the 8

th
 for their first monthly visit (other classes will be 

going once a semester).  I look forward to sharing more information with 
detailed dates and activities soon.  We have loved what we have done there in 
the past and look forward to building upon this program and our relationships 
with meaningful, intergenerational learning opportunities.  On the 9

th
, Laura 

and Johnôs classes will participate in low ropes course initiatives at Earlham 
College in the afternoon working on problem solving, communication and team 
building skills.  You will be receiving additional information as well as sign-off 
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forms.  Speaking of learning opportunities, our GREEN initiatives keep moving forwardé I hope all of you 
have seen our co-mingle recycling dumpster just before you walk through the archway on the side of the 
school.  Teachers may be showing an informative DVD supplied by Best Way Disposal and we are hoping to 
possibly tour their processing facilities in Muncie sometime this year so we can all learn more about the 
recycling process and impacts of our actions.  We are pleased to offer this service to our families in an effort 
to recycle more than ever before.  Reminder: you are welcome to dump your materials every Friday.  Our 
collective efforts make a difference to our Earth ï join us! 

 

A quick update for you regarding daily guests and workers in the school ï we have now finally settled on a 
schedule, at least for the next few months, of Earlham students who join us in a variety of capacities.  We 
have workstudy students, Bonner Scholars and other volunteers providing additional classroom assistance, 
lunch / recess and Aftercare help.  We also have Education Theory and Practice students who will be 
observing and ultimately teaching a lesson (with the help and supervision of your lead teacher) as well as a 
few international students who are here to observe and help as needed.  We hope they will share information 
about themselves, their home countries and cultures as we always welcome opportunities to broaden our 
horizons.   

 

A word of seasonal caution, watch out for falling black walnuts (they are big and green) if you are standing 
under the tree canopy on the back playground.  And perhaps a more serious seasonal caution as flu season 
approaches ï we will continue to pass along updates and information related to H1N1 that we receive almost 
daily from the Center of Disease Control and Wayne County Emergency Management.  Please do not 
hesitate to ask us questions.  I look forward to another wonderful month with you and our students.  

Pre -K/K: Marianne  

We are finally at a point where our classroom schedule 
and routines are beginning to be more consistent and the 
children are more comfortable going about their work and 
play.  They are eagerly and confidently taking responsibility 
for their work jobs, both in the morning, and afternoon.  I 
feel we are well on our way to becoming a community of 
learners that cares for each other and works together for 
the best of us all. 

 

Our study of insects, spiders and bugs continues.  We 
have been fortunate to have both the spider and praying 
mantis females lay eggs in their cages.  We have learned 
that both of the females will die soon after laying their eggs.  
This has already happened with the spider and we are wait-
ing and watching the praying mantis closely.  Both egg 
cases will be taken out of the classroom for the winter and be left in my shed (trying to simulate nature) until 
spring comes when we hope we will see the eggs hatch and be able to release the little ones. 

 

I hope you enjoyed Parents Night as much as the kids and I did.  Itôs always such fun sharing a bit of our 
classroom life with you.  Then, to have a performance as well just adds a bit more to the excitement.  We will 
be sending around a video for you to view of the 2nd performance we did last week, for the whole school.  
When it is your turn, please be prompt about looking at it and returning it so others can have a turn, thanks.    
Thank you also for making Parentôs Night such a high priority. 

 

We were so lucky with the warm weather on the day of our trip to Cope Environmental Center.  This allowed 
us to really get into the water to search for all kinds of critters.  It was a productive exploratory morning.  Hope- 

fully you heard about it from your child.  Feel free to come in and look at the group book we made about the 
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Marianne and Nate performing with the 
rest of the Pre -K/K class for Parents Night.  
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trip and see the pictures taken (thanks to Nicole 
Blair for bringing these in). 

 

I canôt wait to show and tell you about some of the 
great work your children are doing when you come 
for parent conferences this week. 

 

 We write in the classroom every day and for the 
most part your children are loving it.  Many are 
working to put detail into their pictures and are at-
tempting to write words to label their drawings.  I 
love that they are beginning to believe they are 
writers, which they are!!  We now have writing tools 
and supplies in every area in the classroom. 

 

Reading also happens every day in many different 
ways: a shared read aloud story, individual reading, 
reading the charts, reading labels in the room, and 
reading along with a story tape just to name a few. 
There isnôt anyone in the group who isnôt fond of 
books.  Hooray!!  In the afternoon we are reading 
our first chapter book, Charlotteôs Web.  This is a 
bit of a stretch for some but it felt like a timely piece 
to read while having our own spider in the class-
room. 

 

The afternoon children have loved exploring the 
math materials on the math shelf.  They have been 
counting, sorting, classifying, creating designs, and 
in some cases adding and taking away.  We have 
just begun to study patterns. Ask your child to do a 
pat clap rhythm for you.  This is just one of many 
ways we will be exploring patterns. We will be 
working with patterns visually, auditorially and 
physically. This work with patterns is a key compo-
nent to developing mathematical thinking and prob-
lem solving. 

 

We love our Wednesdays at the Earlham Wellness 
Center.  It is great for me to be able to take more of 
an observer role and watch your children work at 
the various skills being offered.  Iôve been im-
pressed with their interest and ability to work with 
the soccer skills being taught. We feel very fortu-
nate to have this opportunity offered to us. 

 

Can you believe we were just about ready to pick 
lettuce from our garden only to discover some little 
critter had nibbled all the tops of the lettuce off?  
We were quite surprised and wonder what animal 
might be enjoying our lettuce.  We quickly put up 
the two scarecrows that Jacobôs Mom gave us 
(thank you, Ann).  Now we will watch and see what 
happens next. 

 

By the time you get this newsletter we will have a 
new class pet.  We have been preparing the cage 
and getting ready. Taking care of the guinea pig will 
be one more job to add to the job chart. The children 
are so excited; I know you will be hearing all about it. 

 

Coming up: 

Tuesday October 6
th

, 9-11:00 am - field trip to 
Weslerôs Apple Orchard.  They give us a wonderful 
tour of the orchard including the packaging room and 
cold storage.  We would love to have any of you join 
us.  Younger siblings are welcome to come as well 
with an additional fee for them.  It will be $2.50 per 
child. 

 

Friday October 16
th

, 8:30-11:30 am - Grandpar-
entsô/Special Friendsô Day. Thanks for sending in 
the stamped and addressed envelopes.  Our invita-
tions are in the mail! Please let us know as we ap-
proach this day who will be coming to school to be 
with your child. It is always a fun and very special 
day. 

 

Insect and bug projects, the first for the school 
year, will be coming up soon .  Each of your chil-
dren will be asked to select an insect to learn more 
about and give a short presentation to the class.  
You might want to start talking with your child about 
which insect, spider, or bug they think they would 
like to learn more about.  I will be sending home in-
formation about this soon. 

 

Reminder: 

We encourage you to help your child remember to 
take their water bottle home over the weekend to be 
washed.  The trick is to make sure it comes back on 
Monday morning.  I am really pleased to see how 
much water your children drink on a daily basis and 
having water bottles certainly helps this. 

Paighton looking for insects at the Cope 
Environmental Center.  


