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Walnuts are falling from
our tree on the back play-
ground (watch out!),
germs are making the
rounds (4 PreK-K students
and one teacher were out
in one day last week!) and %
| enjoyed sampling the ap-
ple crisp made with apples §
from our fieldtrip that was
made on Friday after
smelling it all morning as it
baked in the oven

(yum?!). October is upon
us and soon our Grandparents and Special guests will be

too. We look forward to welcoming a record number of friends
on this special day, October 7". Thankfully, we have a record
number of volunteers on our
well. We hope to debut a DVD that has been in production to
help us celebrate our 40 years. This will be the first of many op-
portunities and special occasions we will have this year as we
acknowledge our past and prepare for our future.

Our Black Walnut Tree on a Sunny
October Afternoon

Looking back at September, | would like to share a few things
that warmed my heart, made me breathe a sigh of relief, sur-
prised me, and reminded me again about how much we can

S”Iéé)rﬁ)frc?nﬁ‘ ghildren. First, | want to thank the teachers for their
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PreK -K: Marianne

Inch by inch, row by row, our gar-
den is growing and the rain keeps coming

down! ! Wedbve never rai
gauge chart and recordings in the month
of September. One day when we got
caught in a down pour while we were do-
ing an obstacle course in the backyard, we
quickly ran for shelter on the back porch Arden and Kate enjoy different apple varieties at
and watched the storm come through de- Wesl erds Apple Orchafd.
lighting in watching the rain pour down fill-
ing our gauge higher than it has ever Our trip to Weslerf@s A
been. is always fun, yummy, and informative.
You may have noticed a new addi- Not only do we get to pick and eat apples,
tion to the garden. We now have a small  but also we see where they store apples,
hoop house to cover some of our plants as how they wash and sort them and then
the cooler weather approaches. Keith bag them to be sold at the supermarket.
Cozart has generously made thisforus. Appl es arend6t the onl t h
Thank you Keith ! We look forward to farm. We see and learn about the 100-

seeing how this works, hoping we can ex- Year-old grape vines (and taste the yummy
tend the gardening season a bit. Speaking grapes), see the hoop house, the com-

of saying AThank vy o uposs the eehives, dhe fastorg,the t ho s
of you who have contributed mums for our barns ,and a few animals. What a treat it is
flower beds. We would love to have addi- to have this local family, who has been

tional flowers to fill both the front and back farming for years, share their gardening
beds. and farming knowledge with us. Check

out the writing and pictures in our class
book coming around to spend one night
with each child. Also check out the photos
in the classroom. We made the photos
into a game where you match the words to
go with the picture. Feel free to take a
minute and do it with your child.

We love cooking and so far have
made zucchini brownies, applesauce, ap-
ple crisp, and grape juice (still in process).
The apples and grapes are from the or-
chard and the grape juice recipe came
from our tour guide, Melissa. We have to
shake the grape juice everyday for 30

days before it is ready. We will let you
(Continued on page3)

Nathan, Marin, and Lizzybeth observe pond
organisms at Cope Environmental Center.



(Continued from page 2)

know how it turns out. The students are al-
ways eager to try whatever we have made
i Yahoo!

As we continue on with our reading
and learning about bugs, insects, and spi-
ders and prepare for our individual studies
and presentations, we have come up with a
list of 30 creatures. We have also added
two new critters to the classroom: ant lions
(fascinating-ask your child about these),
and a young praying mantis. The 1 O moth
cocoon and the 3 swallowtail chrysalides

Play costumes hang as each awaits

will spend the winter in MadddehafedS garag
and then return to the classroom in the
spring to observe the next stage of their de-

vel opment . | 6m s ur e angbriday afteraoong.| She helpsgigwith e a @l -
ing and researching your specific insect or ~ quiet reading and math but also plans an
bug. | look forward to the presentations art activity for us once a week. She is an
coming up soon. art major and has many exciting activities

Thank you all for making both par- for us to explore. In addition she will be
entos night and par elQPNIysexeryvedqnesdayipriVeliness, ¢ o
such a success. They are both important ~ YWednesday. Our first week of swimming
beginning of the year events that helpus ~ Went very well. | saw many good attempts

get to know each other better and bring us &t Plowing bubbles and trying to swim.
together as a commun Evprgo_newgsrtlaeqladw hwingly ypprgour
Special Friendos Day re#r8toschogly Agogd signi\Wegare gfffq,
We are eagerly looking forward to this day = & 900d start with the Well- _
and plan to have another performance of ~ €SS Wednesday activities.
our play. We appreciate your getting

stamped, addressed envelopes to us for

the invitations for this day, thank you. Seasonal Clothing
~ You may have heard your children Reminder
mentioning Rosa, an Earlham student, who _
volunteers in our classroom on Wednesday Our weather i
structiont in

time of year, and because we
value playing and learning in
the out -of-doors, please be
mindful of the weather when
dressing your child each
morning. Comfortable cloth-
ing layers and practical shoes
will help make weather transi-
tions easier for your child.

Colorful expressions of fall adorn
Mari anneds cl assroom.




(Continued from page 3)
1-2: Laura
Happy October!
Webve been plenty busy in the classroom.

been learning about pioneer life, working with
dice, carrying in math (Bode and Ashley), draw-
ing like Mr. Hundertwassser, spelling new words,
getting to know Buffalo Bill, playing Hangman,
reading new books on our own, doing terrific
homework, learning about simple machines, and
sharing book reviews.

(Continued on page 5)



Ashley and the class made a giant bowl! of Walnut
Soup on the back playground for several mornings.
The walnuts were falling on their own, and then they
came down in droves after some big wind. After stew-
ing overnight
the second
day, the stu-
dents discov-
ered that the
walnut began
to fizz in the
water.

Whitleigh, Ashley, Mary Grace, Hannah and Sharon

gathered together and sai
friends!! o Look at those
Hannah and

Sharon have discovered how much they like to play
together. The tire swing is a hit, but so is pretending
and running around. Sharon has started playing tether-
ball, too!

You never know what you might find underneath

things. Wedve |l ooked
Wedbve dug in the dirt, th
times you even find a little somebody under the picnic
table. Jacob seems to have put something under

there.

d, ATake a picture of
happy faces!

Johannah came out to recess and was in the mood
just to spend a little time on her own in the warm sun.
She was relaxed, happy and just thinking her thoughts
while she felt some natural treasures she found on the
ground.

undenr



