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School Calendar 

Nov 5:  Picture Day 

 

Nov 7: Half Day Family 
Work Day 

 

Nov 13: No School: 
Teacher Work Day  

 

Nov 26-27: No School: 
Thanksgiving Break  

 

As we usher in this new month and a season of giving thanks, I am reminded 
of all the things I am thankful for here at RFS.  Let me first thank those of you 
who helped to make this yearôs Grandparents and Special Friends Day so 
great.  Our Parentôs Committee did a fabulous job organizing and delegating 
and everyone helped each student to have a guest of their very ownð I know 
that takes some work, so thank you.  I look forward to joining all of you for 
some time of community, work and service during our Family Workday on 
November 7

th
 from 9-noon.  I have been working with our development 

committee on our annual appeal mailing, due to be delivered to each and 
every one of your doors mid-November.  While this is a large and somewhat 
daunting task to write a letter that will entice over 600 people in our database 
to want to support the school and accompany that letter with a newsletter filled 
with inspirational and informative pieces that will further óseal the deal,ô it is 
renewing for me to dig deep and find ways to articulate why weôre unique and 
why folks should care.  I am constantly amazed with the learning and wonder 
that happens within, outside and around our walls on a daily basis, but it can 
be easy to forget about all of our alumni who are out there in the world 
hopefully doing great things both using and building upon the foundation that 
began here at 607 W. Main Street.   

 

I am grateful for each and every one of our students and their parents who 
helped them find their way to us and for all of those alumni I know are out 
there, but I am especially grateful for our teachers.  Kay, the dream 
continueséyou keep jumping over your fence everyday and coming to work 
after 22 years ï yippee!  Marianne, I am so glad you came back to us from a 
year in New York and New Zealand ï we missed you.  Michele, I cannot 
imagine finding a person with a better sense of humor and good attitude ï you 
fit right into our PreK-K classroom.  Laura, Iôm so glad you graduated with 
some of your students ï you are the perfect 1-2

nd
 grade teacher.  John, your 

gifts to this school (for those of you who donôt know, he is also our 
maintenance, technology, and library guru) go un-matched as does your 
quirky sense of humor and the cult-like following your students have for 
you.  Lindsey and Chris, how did we get so lucky -?!  Your move to town 
means we have a wonderful new Spanish teacher, a patient and steady Office  
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Manager who willingly tackles my lists and interprets my half-thoughts, not to mentionð great 
neighbors.  Keith, our sound has never sounded so dynamic and soulful ï our students are in love with 
music!  Last, but not least, I am grateful for our thoughtful, supportive, committed board who guides us 
with wisdom and grace.    

 

All of these wonderful people combined with a school that excites me with a mission I truly believe in, 
make me grateful for the opportunity of working here at the Richmond Friends School.  What are you 
thankful for?  I hope you will find ways of celebrating and supporting all people and things that are 
dear to you this season.  Happy November. 

I just realized that at the beginning of 
October we were sitting together and 
sharing information over parent/
teacher conferences.   These 
conferences are always valuable to 
me and I appreciate the effort and 
commitment that is evident as we 
work together to help your child have 
a successful experience at RFS.  No 
matter how minor you may think an 
issue is, please know that I am 
always open to meeting with you and 
would much prefer we talk together 
than to have you fretting or unclear 
about a situation. 

 

I would be surprised if I can share 
any new information with you about 
our newest member of the classroom, 
Nibbles Rose Whitenose.  After much 
discussion about a name for her, I 
think we are all happy with her three-
name version. Comments from the children 
were; many of us  have three names and she 
can too! 

 

The children are learning how to feed, handle, 
and care for Nibbles.  She is beginning to adjust 
to our activity, curiosity, and poking fingers that 
often result in a nibble and squeals of delight or 
surprise from the children.   As many of you 
already know, Nibbles has started taking turns 
going home with children over the weekends.  
Any of you are welcome to do this, just let us 
know if you are interested and we will make sure 
that you get a turn.  Itôs a perfect way to 
experience a pet without having long-term 
responsibility. 

 

We had a really fun time on Grandparentsô/ 
Special Friendsô Day.  The children were so 
excited to share their school and classroom and 
in particular to share their insect and bug 
projects in our museum.  Thank you to all 
parents for your help in making this a successful 
day for all of us. 

 

Wow!!  The insect/bug projects were quite 
impressive for a first time project of the school 
year.  Your children were well informed and did 
a good job with their presentations.  They are 
learning to speak up and toward the audience 
when presenting and are working to be 
comfortable sharing the knowledge that they 
have regardless, or in addition, to what is on 
their poster.  We are also learning how to be a  
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Brianna and Nate explore colors and shapes together 
in Marianneôs classroom. 
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respectful and thoughtful audience.  This can be a bit more of a challenge, though you would have been 
impressed with the questions and comments that followed each presentation.  As a culmination to our insect 
study and to the closure of our museum, we invited the older classes to tour the museum.  Each child was 
stationed at their respective display and gave information to and fielded questions from the older students. I 
was impressed with their comfort and confidence.  It was an affirmation of how valuable these projects can 
be in the learning process.   Again, I thank you, parents, for your part in supporting this endeavor. 

 

Our successive October field trips, one to the apple orchard and the other to the natural history museum at 
Earlham, have both added richness to our curriculum and experiences. We had a thorough and informative 
tour of the family run business at Weslerôs Orchard; seeing the components of planting, picking, storing, and 
processing the apples to take to market.  At the museum, getting a close-up view of many insects and 
beginning to understand how scientist use these to study and to make the displays for the public side of the 
museum was an eye opening experience for many of the children.  Touring the rest of the museum was also 
a treat and I hope will be only the first of several opportunities for us to visit this year.  If you have never 
visited it as a family, I encourage you do so.  It is free and open to the public and is a wonderful community 
resource. 

 

As November approaches we will soon need to think about putting our garden to bed.  We have been very 
lucky that despite the frost a few weeks ago we were able to harvest, beans, peas, and spinach.  Your 
children love to go searching for these in the garden and they delight in tasting these healthy treats right off 
the plants.  Take some time to stop by with your child; they might even be willing to give you a small taste. 

1ð2: Laura  

Happy November!   
 

During the month of October, we have 
added two Earlham College practicum 
students to our classroom. Carolyn 
and Dora each come to our classroom 
once a week to observe and interact 
with the students. Now that they have 
been with us for several weeks, they 
are each teaching a weekly lesson of 
their own. They are doing well and the 
students are enjoying their company 
and their fun lessons. 
 

We have continued along in math 
steadily this month. We have worked 
quite a bit with telling time on an ana-
log clock, and our time spent learning 
to count by 5s is becoming handy. If 
you have an analog clock at home, 
please do ask your child to tell you the time now and then, or give them an opportunity at a certain time. 
For example, ñIf you can come to me at exactly 4:17, Iôll have a little surprise for you in the kitchen.ò Then 
again, this may be easier for me to do in the classroom since our only clock is analog. 
 

Some students are moving on to regrouping in addition (carrying). Others are continuing to work with basic 
facts in addition and subtraction, adding columns of numbers, and learning to subtract a single digit num-
ber from a double digit number. You may hear them talk about a ñfist numberò and a ñstopping number.ò 
Feel free to ask them about that. We have done some work with measurement and we will also be doing 
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Lilly and Josie doing some creative drawing.  
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some work with fractions soon. 
 

Iôve been very pleased with every single studentôs 
homework and spelling test preparation. They are 
consistently turning in complete and well-done 
work. The spelling tests have been calm and 
happy experiences. Everyone is now writing their 
spelling words during the tests (instead of saying 
them out loud), and all in lower case letters.  So 
great! 
 

At the beginning of October, we went to the Well-
ness Center for a time of team-building and prob-
lem-solving with the Earlham College Challenge 
Education students. Rain brought us inside, but it 
didnôt take away from the activities too much. The 
students worked together to figure out a variety of 
ways to make something work, to move together 
as they were physically connected, and to talk 
about how playing different roles in a group 
changes your experience. It was the first time 
theyôve done something like this. Overall, it was a 
good experience, and the students are eager to 
do this again next semester. 
 

In Writerôs Workshop, the students have been 
writing detailed descriptions of a person, either 
real or pretend. The students are writing descrip-
tions of their peopleôs physical appearance as 
well as their personality and the things they like to 
do. We are trying to move beyond adjectives such 
as nice, happy, sad, big, etc.   
 

Lately, the students have even been asking each 
other for suggestions when they canôt think of a 
word, such as, ñMy guy is big, but how can I say 
that?ò The studentsô responses are helpful and 
considered. Itôs exciting to watch. Most students 
are finished with their rough draft now, have ed-
ited with me, and are completing their final draft. 
When that is done, they will illustrate their person 
and ñpublishò their writing on the Writerôs Work-
shop wall. 
 

The students have been reading the Frog and 
Toad books (Arnold Lobel) with a partner. They 
take turns in a way of their choosing, but which is 
equitable. Seldom are they unable to figure out a 
word when they get stuck. Over the course of 
these past two weeks, the students are trusting 
each other as a resource for help before asking 
me. This is something Iôve encouraged but have-
nôt had much luck with until recently.  They are 

trusting and respecting each other as fellow 
learners.  
 

Grandparents and Special Friends day was a 
success. Everyone had a visitor and the room 
was bustling and friendly. The students decided 
that they would like to plan the event, and they 
did an outstanding job of it! They generated a list 
of activities that they knew how to do well, and 
wanted me to type up a short Tablework for that 
special morning. They were thrilled to be able to 
teach their visitors how to do the activities inde-
pendently.  
 

Thank you to Lilly for sharing one of her favorite 
chapter books, Magic Kitten: Double Trouble, 
with us. She was eager for us to hear the story 
and certain that the class would find it exciting.  
And they did! 

    November means UNICEF Fair.  It is earlier 
this year, November 10th and 11th (Tuesday and 
Wednesday;) so be ready.  The students are 
gathering their information and are about to begin 
creating their tri-fold posters.  They will be read-
ing or telling a story from their country as well as 
showcasing an art from their country.  Parents, 
you need to help your student prepare a food 
native to the country your child is studying and 
have about 30 tasting servings available both 
days- that means 30 servings for Tuesday and 
30 for Wednesday.  These can be dropped off in 
the morning (and reheated if need be) or dropped 
off at 3:30 each day.  I will be in charge of the 
students from 3:00 till 5:00 both days, so you 
don't need to pick up your child till 5:00.  From 
3:30 till 5:00 they will be in the basement of West 
Richmond Friends to teach people about their 
country, tell stories, serve food, and share their 
art.  We will be asking for a donation of $5 if peo-
ple would like to try a sampling from every coun-
try or a $1 donation for a food sampling from any 
specific country.  Donations will be accepted at 
the door.  Let me know if you have any questions 
at johnsheets@verizon.net or 765-969-
0584.  Each student will be incorporating what 
they learn into a web site which will be added to 
t h e  R F S  w e b  p r e s e n c e . 
    Our class will be visiting Conservation Days, at  
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the Wayne County Fairgrounds on Wednesday, 
November 4th, from 8:45 to 1:45.  Lunch will be 
provided, so no lunch should be packed on 
Wednesday.  We will be examining learning sta-
tions concerning agriculture, zoology, recycling, 
habitat, and conservation.  A fun time will be had 
be all.  Parents, please look for the driver sign-up 
sheet outside the office.  We only need to dropped 
off and picked up; you do not need to attend.  Let 
me know if you can only drop off or pick up, and we 
can mix and match drivers till we get 
e n o u g h .   T h a n k s . 
    We will also be helping to prepare a Thanksgiv-
ing feast for the school the Wednesday before 
Thanksgiving break.  Be on the look out for some 
food you will be asked to bring in just prior to this 
annual event.  My class will be making mashed 
potatoes and dressing.  It will be a cooking and 
se rv in g  ex per ie nce  f o r  t he  c lass . 
    Multiplication tests will be starting at the conclu-
sion of the UNICEF Fair.  Students will be studying 
every night for the tests each day.  Students will be 
making flash cards, using internet math sites, and 
will be practicing with each other in the hopes of 
memorizing all of their multiplication facts.  You can 
get a head start by starting to practice early.  Give 
yo u r  c h i l d  a n y  h e l p  t h e y  n e e d . 
    I hope everyone had a great Fall break.  I went 
fishing with my Dad in Michigan, and we had an 
awesome time together. 

Orion and Jacob collaborating on some chalk work outside.  

 

 

Tuesday, November 10th, and 
Thursday, November 11th, 
from 3:30-5:30pm, Richmond 
Friends School will be collabo-
rating with West Richmond 
Friends Meeting to hold a 
benefit fair for the United Na-
tions International Childrenôs 
Education Fund (UNICEF). 
There will be games, educa-
tional activities and a craft fair. 
RFS students will be partici-
pating, so parents, please 
watch for information about 
how you and your students 
will be participating. 

UNICEF Fair  

November 10 & 11  


