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RFS Faculty 

School  Head 

 Marcie Roberts 

 

School  Coordinator 

 Nicole Blair 

 

PreK-K Teachers 

 Marianne Cope  

Meghan Scales (Assistant) 

 

1ŧ2 Teacher 

 Laura Sheets 

 

3ŧ6 Teachers 

 John Sheets 

 Cassie Gage (Assistant) 

 

Support Teachers 

 Jason Jolley (Spanish) 

 Keith Cozart (Music) 

 

Extended Care/Lunch 

 Kay Maurer 
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School Calendar 

 

November  5  Family Work Day 

(Half-Day ) 

November 8 Teacher Work Day 

(No School) 

November 24-25 Thanksgiving 

Break (No School) 

  

Time marches on as seen in these photographs of the mums  at  

RFS taken exactly one month apart. 

 Time marches on here at RFS as you can see from the great 
time-lapse photography samples taken by Terry at the bottom of the 
page.  Today, I feel like the witch in the deflated hat next to the mature 
mum!  It is November 1st and Iôve been in meetings all day long, but the 
good news is that all of the meetings are about exciting things.  Here is 
a snapshot of the highlights.  I hope you are excited tooé 

 

 In our Parentôs Committee meeting we celebrated our suc-
cesses from a very well attended, organized, festive Grandparentsô and 
Special Friendsô Day.  We discussed the schoolôs capital campaign ï 
stay tuned for more from this committee about a do-able challenge for 
each of us.  We talked about ways to improve our committeeôs govern-
ance and communication between each other and the wider school 
community.  We even started brainstorming about fieldtrip ideas related 
to Februaryôs Readathon. 

 

 I then ran to a meeting (I was late!) about the 8th Annual Wayne 
County Alternative Gift Fair.  RFS is once again one of 17 participating 
non-profit organizations.  This is a great way to simplify your holidays 

(Continued on page 10) 
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PreK-K: 

Marianne 

 

 After a very wet and rainy Septem-
ber, October has been a great outdoor 
month.   It started off with our full day trip to 
the Cope Environmental Center where we 
were able to get into the wetland and muck 
around as we searched for aquatic insects 
and other animals.  Some of the specialties 
were: dragonfly nymphs - lots of them, 
newts, large bullfrog tadpoles, and a small 
painted turtle.   Best of all everyone got into 
the mud and took this opportunity to be a 
beginning naturalist experiencing the wet-
land environment.   We made apple cider 
together after lunch and then were joined by 
the rest of the school for a variety of nature 
activities planned and lead by a group of en-
vironmental studies students from Earlham.  
It was an active and productive day but we 
were all tired (in a good healthful way) by the 
time we returned to school.   

 

 The good weather continued allowing 
us to: be outdoors to make observations, 
harvest and eat from the garden, keep fit as 
we challenge ourselves to run just one more 
lap around the school, take walks to hunt for 

fall leaves, and just have a good time be-
ing active as we play together on the 
playground.  

 

 Everyone got thoroughly involved in 
his or her insect/bug projects.  Your children 
did a nice job with their dioramas and pres-
entations.  We learned a lot from each other, 
not only about each personôs bug, but also 
about how to make presentations interesting 
as we watch and listen to others. In addition, 
we are working on being actively engaged 
as an audience.  Parents, thank you for the 
effort you put into helping your child with this 
work.  One last treat for us was to share our 
projects with the rest of the school after All 
School Meeting.  Each child was stationed 
by a table with their project while friends cir-
culated around to look at and hear what we 
had to share. I overheard nice affirmation 
coming from the older students. 

 

 You should be seeing writing folder 
work come home.  I am in the process of 
having writing conferences with each of the 
students.  Their work is impressive. Iôm see-
ing everyone put more time and thought into 
their work, using more detail in their draw-
ings and challenging themselves to write 
more and more, or in the case of beginning 

(Continued on page 3) 

Snapshots of Grandparents and Special Friends in LauraŪs Classroom      
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(Continued  from page 2) 

writers, trying to sound out and write one word 
a day.  This is a writing, story, and book mak-
ing group and they love to put their work into 
the sharing box to share with the whole group. 
The motivation to share a piece of work with 
the comfort that it will be accepted by all no 
matter where we are developmentally in the 
writing process is a powerful tool.  It is creating 
confident writers in this classroom - so exciting 
to see!! 

 

 I hope you are hearing about patterns.  
Much of our math work has been focused 
lately around creating our own patterns using a 
variety of manipulatives such as, unifix cubes, 
pattern blocks, dot to dot sheets, geoboards, 
junk boxes, and beads to name a few.  We are 
working on hearing patterns (clap stomp 
stomp, clap stomp stomp etc.), seeing and de-
scribing patterns, as well as reproducing pat-
terns. Try some of this at home.  Reproducing 
is by far the most difficult and everyone would 
benefit from the practice and reinforcement.  

 

 Holding a pencil correctly and forming 
letters the right way does not come easily for 
this age as many children are just beginning to 
gain the muscle and fine motor control.   We 
have been practicing and working diligently on 
this at school.  I encourage you to be aware of 
this and work with this at home.  It is much bet-
ter to establish good habits from the beginning 
than it is to try to change old habits.  Thanks 
for your help with this.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events in November:  

 

Nov. 4 - walking field trip to the Earlham Jo-
seph Moore Museum for a behind the 

scenes tour of the insect collection.  

 

Nov. 5  - family workday 9 -12 

 

Nov. 7  - John Jetmore, Maryôs dad, will 

come in to do electronics projects with us.  

 

Nov. 17  - All school trip to Friends Fellow-

ship  

 

Nov. 18 - Stage One play  - Doraôs Pirate 
Adventure 1-3pm -we 

will need drivers, thanks.   

 

 

Patterns of supplies  are waiting to be used at RFS. 

Evan models his Halloween costume. 
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 Jack    Ava         Olivia  

     Lizzy Beth            Drew          Marin   

Members of Marianne's Class Pose 

with Their Insect -Bug Projects  


