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School Coordinator: Nicole

April showers bring May flowers. If that is true, we are going to have one
spectacular May! Our youngest daughter’s book of choice for the week is
Miss Rumphius. It is a wonderful story about a free-spirited woman who
makes the world a bit more beautiful by planting lupine seeds all over her
town and the countryside. She grows old, and at the end of the book she
asks her great niece, “How are you going to make the world more beautiful?”
| love that question, and it reminds me of the way our children are being
educated here at RFS. | see everyday the results of what our amazing
teachers are instilling in our kids. The children are so quick to offer help
when someone falls down playing outside, or to praise another student for an
accomplishment, or to ask me how my day is going. | overhear very friendly
and often inspiring conversations that occur in the bathroom next to the front
office. These are good kids, and | think they are all going to make the world
more beautiful.

As for a spectacular May, we are going to have one here at RFS with or
without May flowers! Coming up on May 12 is our last visit for the school
year to Friends Fellowship. Our whole school will be going, along with our
beloved music teacher Keith. The kids will perform songs for the residents
and then join them in a group activity. Please volunteer to drive if you are
available. May 15 is a bright star on my calendar, and | think Marianne’s and
Laura’s classes will be excited for it too...The Roberts return from New
Zealand!!! We are looking forward to Ellie and Arden returning to school for
the last couple of weeks. (But Marcie is not kicking me out of the office until
June 1!1) Our all school picnic at Whitewater State Park will be May 25. This
is an all day field trip of fun and community...including fishing, hiking, eating,
and playing! Please consider bringing your whole family for the day. Sign-up
sheets for food will be outside the office soon. May 27 is graduation! It is
bittersweet to see our graduates leave, but we are excited for this day to
celebrate them. Details about the appreciation lunch for our teachers and
board members and the ice cream social following graduation will be coming
soon. Lastly, May 31 will be our final day of school. The teachers are
planning a day of fun, including a picnic lunch and an all-school swim party at
the Earlham Wellness Center.
(Continued on page 2)
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We are excited for our summer camps! Please sign up by May 16. Flyers and forms are in the front office.

We are thrilled at the prospect of a very full school next fall! Your returning student acceptance letters and
payment plans for the 2011-2012 school year will be in the mail this week. | have enjoyed writing the letters
and imagining each child in a new class or grade level next year. | feel lucky to have worked here this
semester and to have gotten to know all of your kids. Thank you to everyone for all of your patience,
support, and friendship.

Here’s to a sunny end of May!

Pre-K/K: Marianne

As we close in on this final month of the
school year, several things stand out.
The final projects of the year have been
researched and presented. These
presentations in many ways represent
the growth that as occurred in each of
the children over the year. | am
impressed by their abilities to work at
things and to challenge themselves. All
of them show growth. Nice job
everyone! Thank you parents for being '

so supportive in the project research. Jack plants some flowers in the raised beds outside of

We had a great variety of topics with Nicole’'s office espringgatdenof t h
interesting demonstrations and some

related field trips yet to come. We've grown to be a better listening audience and many students
commented that they learned new things in the presentations. Fantastic!!

Pr

Rising first graders are so proud to be going into Laura’s classroom on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons.
I’'m sure they have been talking with you about this. This is such an important opportunity for both Laura
and the students, as they look ahead to the next year together. From all reports | hear, things are going
well. Meanwhile we have a wonderful opportunity on those same afternoons to work with the rising
kindergarteners on a variety of skills. Right now we are focusing on math. We are reinforcing number
sense by counting manipulatives, making designs with a designated number, and then reproducing these
designs on paper. This is quite a task. Finally, we will put these together into a humber book to come
home.

A math activity that the whole class has been involved with has been one focused on problem solving and
counting. You all should have seen the teddy bear puppets and forests that came home for a game you
can play together. It focuses on problem solving as it relates to numbers more than or less than other
numbers. We have all played this at school. Most students played this game with numbers up to 10 but
some worked with numbers up to 20. | encourage you to play this with your child. They can all use the
practice of writing numbers, which this game requires, and in addition they need lots of opportunities with
the problem solving. Directions did come home but if you lost them and need a new set just let me know.

As we calculate from our daily charts, how much rain and how many cloudy days we have had, we are
amazed that our plants are still growing. We do know we don’t have to water them! In fact, we are certain
that some of our flower seeds got washed away in the biggest rainstorm. We will be in the process in the

(Continued on page 3)
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next few weeks of replanting and
planting warm weather crops if and
when it ever dries out.

We are closing in on our seasonal
observations and recordings of the
Maple tree in the yard. Eventually this
will come together in a book. You
should check the tree out with your
child. Lots of changes are occurring
right now. Itis an exciting time.

Come in and check out the toad
tadpoles. They are showing good
growth but do we think they will get (€

their legs before the end of the year?
We are hoping so. More sun and warm
weather might spur them on.

Last, but certainly not least, we are
counting down the days until Batali Red
Eyes has her babies. Ask your child
how close we are. We can’t wait and
we are all wondering how many there will be. Stay
tuned.

| want to take this opportunity to thank Michele and
Emily for their committed support and assistance in
the classroom this year. They have been a
tremendous help. | also want to thank the parents.
You make our program run smoothly by offering to
drive on our many field trips, providing healthful
snacks, helping out with morning jobs, and there
are many other ways as well, but most importantly |
appreciate your effort and to be open to
communicating with me. Thank you! | hope
everyone has a great summer.

102: Laura
|

The last month has kept us busy learning about the
human body by doing book research and
monitoring our pulse while we exercise, making
individual strides with math, learning about how to
read and create timelines, writing with more varied
and interesting verbs and adjectives, spelling,
creatively doing art activities including 3D art,
stained glass in the styles of Frank Lloyd Wright
and Tiffany, sculpture and shading.

One thing that always keeps us interested and

—
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Zavier, Josie, Johannah, Hannah, and Lilly examine a lizard
during a recent presentation to the school on reptiles by
the organization The World Around Us.

eager is reading. | read to the students every day.
We read to each other in big groups, small groups
and we read on our own. We read chapter books,
picture books, lists of food ingredients, captions to
pictures, fiction, non-fiction, each others’ writing,
magazines, catalogs and cartoons.

Right now, the students in my class are each
reading a chapter book on their own. The first
graders are all reading the same book, while the
second graders are each reading something no one
else is reading. The students are reading at their
own pace, asking for help with a difficult word or
concept only after using decoding and context clues
on their own. They will soon be starting their final
project of the school year, analyzing the books they
are reading, and demonstrating their understanding
through art and writing.

We thought we’d share with you some of the books
we’ve read together over the last two months, telling
you a bit about the setting, characters and plot of
each one. These are the students’ words:

Minuk: Ashes in the Pathway (Girls of Many Lands
series by American Girl)
written by Kirkpatrick Hill

This was a long chapter book that Laura read out
loud for about a month.

_ (Continued on page 4)
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Minuk is the main character. She was a girl
who is Yupik. Some people say Inuit instead
of Yupik, but not in this book. She lives in
Alaska. We think she’s 12 years old, but she
might be 11. This book is fiction, but it's
made so that it teaches anyone who reads it
about how life was a long time ago in Alaska.
Where she lived, it was snowy and very cold.
Even in the summer, it was warmer but still
not warm like regular summers that we have.

She and her family lived in a remote village
and mostly just had each other and their
village people. They only went away to hunt
and to go to Spring Camp.

But then white people came to their village.
They weren't mean or anything, but they
were missionaries and they were trying to
convince the people in the village to be like them.
They wanted them to believe in God in a different
way. Minuk talked about things being the “Yupik
way” a lot. She wanted to do things the Yupik way,
but she was curious about a lot of the white
people’'s way too. She really wanted to go to
school and learn how to read and write. There
was a white teacher there who said Minuk was
very smart. At the end of the story, all of Minuk’s
family died from a disease. It was very sad. The
only people left alive were Minuk and her brother.

Moo Who?
written by Margie Palatini

Hilda Mae Heifer is a cow who lived on a farm, out
in the yard, with other animals you would expect
to see on a farm. Hilda got hit in the head with a
big, hard cow pie, and she lost her moo. So, she
went up to a cat and said, “Meow,” and the cat
explained that she was not a cat, she was a cow.
But Hilda still didn’t have her moo. Then Hilda
went to a dog and said, “Woof,” and like that with
lots of animals. Finally, all the animals convinced
her that she’s a cow and she eventually got her
moo back.

The Cheese
written by Margie Palatini

A mouse, a cat, a dog, and a family of humans
live on a farm in the country. The humans live
inside the house, of course, but the animals live
outside. This story is like the Farmer in the Dell.

Ben and Robbie play a game involving pizza

slices in Laura’s
I's about the cheese standing alone and the

animals come one by one.

The mouse sees a big piece of cheese sitting out
by itself on a big area of grass, like a prairie. He
really, really, really wants to eat the cheese. But
then the cat comes and other animals come.
They all want to eat the cheese but they don’t
think they should because they have heard that
the cheese stands alone. The mouse wears a
bandanna around his neck and he wants to use it
as a napkin when he eats the cheese.

At the end of the book it has the song called The
Farmer in the Dell.

Zak’s Lunch
written by Margie Palatini

Zak was a boy who did not want to eat the ham
and cheese that his mom made for him for lunch.
Zak always had his dog with him. His name is
George and he always said, “WOOF!” Zak was
sitting there at the table and he was complaining
about the ham and cheese and he wasn't eating
it.

And then he started to imagine that he was really
in a place called Zak’'s Place where they served
whatever he wanted to eat. He ate lots of different
kinds of french fries, hamburgers that dripped and
splatted cheese across the room. There were lots

(Continued on page 5)
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of different kinds of drinks too, like fizzy soda pop.
Plus, there were lots of desserts like brownies.

At the end of the book, Zak realizes he was
daydreaming and he didn’t really get to eat all
those yummy foods. But there was one good
thing. Zak didn’t have to eat the ham and cheese
because George stole it off the table ate it while
Zak was daydreaming.

This book was very funny and it would have made
us hungry anyway, but we read it right before we
had lunch so it made us even hungrier!

The Mystery of the Missing Dinosaurs
written by Carole Marsh

This book has four main characters, and all of
them are kids. Grant and Christina are brother and
sister. Lana and Lee are brother and sister, but
not with Grant and Christina. Uncle Michael turns
into a very important character later in the book.
There are other characters too, like Marcus, Paul,
Simon, Mimi and Papa, and Aunt Cassidy.

Grant and Christina were planning on going to
Florida on vacation but their Uncle Michael got
kidnapped along with the famous dinosaurs he
was supposed to be delivering. The dinosaur
skeletons that were missing were Sue’s head and
Louis’ whole body. The police decided that Uncle
Michael was really a thief. But Grant and Christina
didn’t believe that!

So Grant and Christina’s mom and dad said they
needed to go to Chicago instead of Florida
because Uncle Michael's wife was really upset
and they wanted to help her feel better and see if
there was anything they could do to help the
police. But Grant and Christina didn’t feel like they
trusted the police because the police thought
Uncle Michael stole the dinosaurs. They wanted to
help solve the mystery, but their mom and dad
said that they should leave it to the police to solve.
But they didn’t listen and they helped try to solve
the mystery anyway.

Christina used her cell phone to text Uncle
Michael and Uncle Michael wrote back to her. But
he didn’t have his cell phone because the REAL
kidnapper (who is the thief) took it. But Uncle
Michael had his pager, so he could send numbers.
So he sent Christina clues to tell her where he
was.

After a while, Christina and the other kids figured
out all the clues, and they found him being a
prisoner in the basement of the Field Museum of
Natural History right there in Chicago. When they
also found the kidnapper, the police came and
took him away.

It was really good.

Five Children and It
written by E. Nesbit

This is a chapter book. There are five kids in it — a
little boy they call The Lamb, Cyril, Robert, Jane
and Anthea. They live in a country town with their
family and servant. They find a creature that lives
in a sandy gravel pit. When they found the
creature, it was hard to get it to come out of the
gravel pit. They had to coax it out. When it first
came out, it shook its fur and was kind of grumpy.
It had snail eyes that it moved around. It was a
sand fairy and they called it “It.”

It had lived under there for a long time and hadn’t
come out for a super long time either. When it
finally did come up, It said that it would grant them
one wish each day. But there was a warning that
they had to remember. Every day, the wish would
end at sunset. That meant that they had to get
ready to make sure they were okay at sunset for
their wish to end. Sometimes it was dangerous if
sunset came and they weren’t ready.

Every time they got their wish (which was every
day!) the kids were happy to have their wish come
true. But after a few hours, there was always a big
problem and the kids ended up WANTING sunset
to come so that they would go back to how things
were before that wish came true. There were lots
of things that happened, like their faces changing
to look as beautiful as a day, stealing and even
trouble with gold money.

But we don’t know how the story ends because
we’re still reading it!!
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| am writing an introduction for
this month’s newsletter since my class
is supplying the meat of our
classroom’s section of the newsletter
with small original paragraphs about
different aspects of our recently
completed field trip to Virginia. See if
you can match the paragraphs with the
authors before you ask any students for
help. Additionally, | would like to thank
the students for behaving very well
everywhere we went. We continually
got comments about being the best
behaved class anyone had seen. This
made it much easier for everyone to
enjoy themselves.

The traveling of the trip was
fun, very fun. One of the few problems
with traveling was that it took a very
long time. It took about eight hours to
from Richmond to Lynch Station,
Virginia. To pass the time most of us
played games; John was also playing
an audio book we could listen to. We stopped to
eat at places; we also visited a coal mine. Around
the end of the trip it was about nine pm and half
the people in the car were asleep. Also most of
the video games ran out of batteries, so all you
could do was listen to the audio book.

The Beckley Coal Mine Exhibition was
fun. You get to go on an underground tour of a
mine. You can explore where miners lived. When
you go underground they show you old mining
machinery. | liked when our guide showed us
what calcium carbide [a mix of calcium and
carbon] could do. When in contact with water it
lets out a gas which is flammable.

Over the weekend our class took a trip to
Virginia. We stayed at John's parents’ cabin.
First, the cabin was huge. It was about two times
the size of my house, and my house is pretty big.
Next, it's out in the middle of nowhere, in the
country. The cabin has tons of trees all around it.
Also, the kitchen is really nice and big. The
kitchen has the biggest fridge | have ever seen.
And the bathroom in John's parents’ room has a
huge bathtub and a huge shower. But we had to
leave after two days of staying at the cabin.

When you have money in your wallet and
you set it somewhere, you will lose it. When you

Justin dances with the Hillcats mascot at the baseball
game

John’'s c¢class attended

use your money, make sure not to use a lot. If you
are low on money, a person might tell you if they
can loan you some cash. When you have money
make sure NOT to lose it all.

John's class slept at John's parents’
house. The girls were sleeping upstairs. The boys
were sleeping in the basement. The girls had 4
beds, and it was fun to sleep there. The basement
was cool for the boys. They had a TV, but they
could not see the TV. The boys’ beds looked like
the girls’ beds. It was cute. The girls’ beds were
good and awesome. The boys were loud.

The fishing was fun and here is some
information. The place had nice weather. Here is
a fishing list which shows where on the dock
different fish are caught; close: bluegills, medium:
white bass, far: catfish. Be careful with the hook
and fish and DON'T DIVE IN!!

When | was in Virginia | went to
Amazement Square. They have games. | played
a videogame where you're in the game. They
have a maze. They have cool light steps. | hope |
go there again.

Eating on the Virginia trip was good. At the
Depot Grille | had a hot dog. It was not very
expensive.

(Continued on page 7)
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At Tamarack they have a lot of
things for sale. At the baseball game, |
ate a hot dog, and | had a drink.

This was the best baseball
game | ever saw! First, this was the
first time our class got to see the
Hillcats win the baseball game.
Second, the Hillcats won by four, and
the Indians had zero. Third the Indians
had very good hits, but the Hillcats
eventually got them out. Fourth, one of
the Hillcats players, named Joe, hit a
HOME RUN!"! It was the only home
run in the whole game. Also, the
stadium had a lot of good food. Next,
when we got there there were seats
just for us. Then the Hillcats got four
runs in one inning. Finally, in the first
few innings the Indians had a really
good pitcher; it was kind of scary.

hil

During our trip to Virginia, we
stopped at the Booker T. Washington
National Monument. When we first got there we
watched a video about Booker T. Washington. |
found out that Booker was born as a slave. After
the video, it started to rain. So for about five to ten
minutes, we stayed in the facility where we
watched the video. When it stopped raining, we
took a tour. The first stop on the tour was the
house that was Booker's house. It turns out that
Booker's mom was the plantation's cook. Their
house was used as the place where all the food
was cooked. Another stop on our fabulous tour
was a tobacco barn. The tobacco on the plantation
was sent to Europe. The Europeans did not know
that the tobacco would give them cancer until they
actually got cancer.

We had a fun time going tubing! As we
arrived, we noticed a huge chess set. It was the
grand opening of the snowflex tubing and

snowboarding at Liberty University, so we only had
to pay one dollar, and we could go tubing all we
wanted. We all went inside and got these annoying
paper bracelets. We went up two flights of stairs
and got in line. Then we each got a tube and went
up the escalator. Then we waited on the hill to go
down. When it was your turn, you went down the
hill and spun onto the fake grass. Then you hit flat
rubber things. If you weren't stopped by the rubber
things, you went splat into an airbag. | had a great
time going tubing.

-
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Alex and Michael wait in line to go tubing down a large

I during their trip to

We ate yummy smores on the Virginia
trip. We told scary stories while we were eating
smores. | liked to catch the marshmallows on fire.
Justin told the scariest story.

Tamarack is a cool place so | will tell you
about it. But before | tell you about Tamarack,
John, our teacher, wants to buy this glass table
that has a man fishing ..... um.....B.O.R.ING!!!
Okay now Tamarack has some pretty stuff, like
marbles, T-shirts, rocks, glass paperweights and
all sorts of stuff. And the stuff us girls like the best
is ......jewelry. The food there was good, but a
tad pricey. The price of the stuff in Tamarack was
okay for my taste. On the good side it is cool,
awesome, and FUN!!!

Spanish: Lindsey
—

This month we completed a unit on family. The
upper elementary class created family trees
labeling the names of extended family members
and their title in Spanish. In the lower elementary
class we read the book "Oso cafe" out loud to
one another. Although it was a voluntary activity,
each student chose to read the book out loud! In
each of the classes we spent the last week of
April reading a book and playing a game called
"Loteria" (very similar to bingo).
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Students play with the new tetherball set on the back

playground during a brisk spring day at the Friends School!

Music: Keith
O

April shower’'s came our way; music time brought
new instruments to play. This month we received
our order of “Sound Shapes”, that are stackable
frame drums in various sizes and colors. All
classes took time to experiment with their various
sound productions through several games and
activities. We acted the part of John the
Lumberjack in a wood-chopping story, responded
rhythmically with Be My Echo, and did a little
dance to the rhyme of Clank Boom (an pattern
adding game). All classes learned earth day
songs as well. Pre-K/K learned “This Old
Earth” (to the melody of “This Old Man”) as well
as the “Earth Day Song” (to melody of “Mary had
a Little Lamb”). First-Second grader learned
“Working on the Trash (to the melody of “Working
on the Railroad”) and put a hand jive pattern to a
speech piece called “Bakery Shop.” Third- Sixth
graders have learned “Clean up the Earth” (to the
melody of “Skip to my Lou” and the song “School”
while practicing it with body rhythm and as a
music round. All of this and more will be a part of
out music sharing in May at Friends Fellowship.
A big thanks to all that participate with music
sharing at West Richmond Friends.
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April Birthdays

Nicholas ~ 11
Robbie ~ 14th
Ellie ~ 17th
Kian ~ 21st
Tania ~ 25th
Arden ~ 29th

May Birthdays

Mary Grace ~ 2nd

Michael ~ 5th
Ted ~ 5th
Ashley ~ 19th
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