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School Calendar 

May 25: All School Family 
Picnic at Whitewater State 
Park 

 

May 28: Last Day of 
School and Graduation 

 

 

June 7 -July 23: Summer 
Camp Programs 

Where did the time go?  The end is near.  Spring fever has officially hit many 
students and even some staff.  The carrots are coming up in the garden, the 
butterflies have been released, lemonade day festivities cleaned up and final 
fieldtrip activities scheduled.  I want to take this opportunity to thank each and 
every one of you, students, parents, faculty, staff and board members for a 
wonderful year.  We had quite a few new staff (Michele Stewart, Lindsey Frye, 
Chris Fretz and Keith Cozart) and board members (Lavona Bane, Cheri 
Jetmore, Becky Dimick-Eastman and Jonathan Graham).  You all hit the 
ground running - it seems like youôve been here forever. We have also had 
quite a few new familieséall of you have been welcome additions to our 
community.  Of course we love and value those of you óoldô folks who stick 
around year to year and make this the special and unique school it is.  We do 
have a few families who are graduating, moving on to another school or 
moving away from Richmond.  We hope you leave us knowing and loving 
more.  I will be contacting you to conduct brief exit interviews.  You will be 
missed. 

 

In April we had our final Wellness Wednesday celebration with an All-School 
swim at Earlham.  We also all traveled together to Friends Fellowship where 
we shared our music with residents and enjoyed a yummy, ñgreenò lunch as 
we celebrated Earth Day together.  We look forward to continuing these unique 
programs that enrich our curriculum next year.  This month Johnôs class will 
take their famous trip east.  I know for many of his students, it is a highlight of 
the year.  It is such an incredible learning opportunity as they map their route, 
plan their budget and make necessary reservations.  Talk about life skills!  We 
wish them a safe trip.  Marianne will also head east, but further north, for her 
second of four SPARC professional development conferences sponsored by 
Friends Council on Education.  We hope the fearless, dedicated and creative 
teacher spirit within her is nurtured and inspired.  You all are welcome to join 
us for our end of the year picnic at Whitewater State Park on Tuesday, May 
25

th
.  Please look for the sign ups to help provide food and drivers.  Donôt 

forget our final luncheon just before Graduation festivities on May 28
th
 to honor 

our faculty, staff and outgoing board members, Betsy Kirk and Jeff Lanman.  

(Continued on page 2) 



Pre -K/K: Marianne  

As the school year is winding down, the student 
energy level is ramping up.  There is an 
eagerness to be outdoors and enjoy the wonderful 
warm weather we have been having.   We are 
back into running our laps around the school and 
having the opportunity to use the balls and other 
PE equipment.   If you havenôt heard about the 
weekly obstacle course that Michele puts together, 
be sure to ask.   You children love it and are eager 
to try the challenges of balancing, jogging, 
hopping, climbing, and bouncing balls as they 
progress through a specific course. 

 

 Of course this nicer and warmer weather has 
been great for our gardening adventures.  As you 
can see our garden grows well.  We take turns 
pulling weeds, mulching with straw, watering the 
plants, planting new seeds, and eagerly watching 
the changes.  Lauraôs class has joined in and 
planted seeds as well.  They have been very 
involved, spending time observing, predicting, 
measuring and then recording information weekly 
in their science journals.  This past week we were 
lucky to be able to release the newly emerged 
baby praying mantises into the garden and directly 
onto some of the plants.  Just in time, because we 
noticed some of the plants are being chewed and 
we think by insects.  We hope the praying mantis 
will help control some of these unwanted pests. 

 

Hurray, we were successful in raising six baby 
chicks from this second batch of eggs.  The 
students loved learning to hold and care for them 
and recognized how quickly they began to grow 
their adult feathers.   None of us really wanted to 
let them go but they were beginning to fly out of 

(Continued  on page 3) 

 

There seems to be plenty of positive momentum 
here at RFS and it feels great.  We had a record 
breaking Readathon fundraising effort this 
year.  We have over  30+ children from RFS and 
the wider Wayne County enrolled for our camps 
this summer with forms still arriving daily.  We 
have a waitlist for our PreK-K class and our other 
classes are looking strong for the fall as 
well.  This kind of success doesnôt come without 
a lot of work, so thank you all again for helping to 
make it happen and having fun along the 
way.   May your summers be full of joy! 

(Continued  from page 1) 

Brianna and Mary Grace doing some spring 
planting with Marianne in the PreK/Kindergarten 
garden.  

our hands and out of their box, so now they have 
a home at a local farm. 

 

Ellieôs Painted Lady Butterflies emerged last week 
and each of us had an opportunity to let a butterfly 
crawl onto our finger for a close look and then let 
them fly off.  It was quite an exciting day.   Thank 
you to Ellie for sharing this birthday gift with the 
whole school. 

 

This past week we have been filled with saying 
good- bye to our many Earlham students who 
have volunteered and worked in the classroom 
with us this year.  We made brownies, spent time 
writing notes, and making thank you cards to show 
our appreciation.  They are a tremendous help 
and the children became quite attached to them.  
Some are moving on because they are graduating 
but others will return to work with us again next 
year.  To help fill the void for the month of May, 
Emily Wilson is joining us in the classroom in the 
afternoons.  We are very glad to have Emily on 
board.  Please welcome her when you get a 
chance. 

 



For the first two weeks of May, the 
rising first graders are spending time 
in Lauraôs classroom with the rising 
2

nd
 graders.  What fun it has been to 

see their eagerness to try this out and 
then to hear their excitement when 
they return.  We feel that this 
provides an important opportunity for 
students and teachers alike to begin 
to know each other and ease the 
transition to a new classroom and a 
new group.  Meanwhile the rising 
kindergarteners are working hard on 
reinforcing math and language arts 
skills, knowing that they are going to 
be the older models and helpers for 
the younger students joining us next 
year. 

 

Wanting to recognize the importance 
of Earth Day, we spent extra time 
reading stories and discussing how to 
care for the Earth.  During one All 
School Meeting, we generated 
together a list of what we do now at 
school to be better stewards.  What 
we do is impressive and affirming.   
We then went on to list things that we might be 
doing more of.   There is always room for 
improvement and it is good to keep those in 
mind.  Come see the list, it is posted on the 
outside of our door.  Continuing this focus, we 
enjoyed our lunch with the residents at Friendôs 
Fellowship where the idea for recycling and 
reusing was reinforced and we got to perform on 
our banjos made out of recycled materials.  In 
addition to these activities, we had an excellent 
workshop guided by two Earlham students who 
had us playing games and creating crafts while 
we learned about recycling and reusing. 

 

Coming up:  

 

*We will be doing more investigations on our 
worms.  Ask your child to tell you about the 
worm bin and how we have set it up and how 
the worms arrived in the mail. 

 

*Watching and waiting for the tadpoles to 

(Continued  from page 2) 

Students from Marianne and Lauraôs class hanging 
out at Josieôs lemonade stand on Lemonade Day. 

change to frogs ï we hope before the school year 
ends. 

 

* I will be out of the classroom May 12-14 attending 
a Friends Council conference in NJ.  Michele will 
be in the classroom the full day with help from 
Annelies in the morning and Emily in the afternoon. 

 

* Final project presentations of the year, May 17-20 

 

*  Family Picnic Day at Whitewater State Park, May 
25 

 

Lastly I want to thank all the parents for the support 
you have given to us this year. Your openness to 
communicating concerns and helping out in 
whatever way you can have made a significant 
difference.   What a surprise and special treat to 
have the parents provide a breakfast for the 
teachers this past week, in appreciation for our 
work.  The food was wonderful and the affirmation 
much appreciated.  Thank you and have a 
wonderful summer.  


