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School Calendar 

Mar 13:  Half Day Family 
Work Day 

 

Mar 19: Half Day; 
Teacher Work Day 

 

Mar 29-Apr 2: No School; 
Spring Break 

 

May 28: Last Day of 
School and Graduation 

 

The thaw has begun and I can see the ground, or should I say mud, all 
aroundéit must be March!  Even though February was full of snow and a few 
missed days of school, we were buzzing with Readathon activities and plenty 
of classroom initiatives.  Thank you all for your time spent soliciting Readathon 
sponsors, reading with and to your children, tracking their reading units, and 
now collecting pledges.  We know it is hard work, but incredibly valuable for 
the school and our young philanthropic readers as well.  Please try to have all 
of your pledges with donor amounts and contact information to the office by 
March 19

th
.   

 

Hopefully by now you have already had your parent, teacher conferences ï 
we trust you found them helpful and informative.  I am reminded in this 
enrollment season when I hear stories of other schools and sometimes 
strained teacher relationships what a privilege it is to truly partner with gifted 
teachers who know our students inside and out and care about them 
holistically.  They give so much time and effort to making each and every day 
interesting, challenging and fun and then they are willing and able to share all 
the details with parents sometimes in written form, but most recently by 
engaging in rich conversation during conferences.  I, for one, am grateful.   We 
had Wellness Wednesday this week 3/10 and the three classes began their 
final rotations.  Marianneôs class will play basketball, Lauraôs class will have 
yoga and Johnôs class will be swimming at Earlhamôs Wellness Center ï 
please remember appropriate attire.  Saturday, March 13

th
 will be our Family 

Workday from 9-noon followed by a pitch-in lunch.  Look for more details to 
follow regarding food and materials.  As always, we will begin with some 
gathered time with just parents (students will be with teachers first) for a brief 
meeting before getting to work.  Friday, March 19

th
 will be a half-day teacher 

workday.  Teachers will be working to develop a narrative to accompany the 
written evaluations, among other things.  Our spring break (March 29-April 2

nd
) 

brings our month to a close.  Please remember to bring your returning student 
application back to school with you after break if you havenôt turned it in 
already ï it is due April 1

st
. 
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Pre -K/K: Marianne  

Read ï Read ï Read!!!  We 
packed a lot of reading and a 
variety of other activities into the 
very short month of February.   
During the read-a-thon we 
enjoyed the following activities: 
being read to frequently, gaining 
further practice with our own 
i n d e p e n d e n t  r e a d i n g , 
appreciating the Rosemary 
Wells and Ellen Stoll Walsh 
author studies introduced to us 
by Chris Nicholson, being fully 
captivated by Jenny Kiffmeyerôs 
storytelling (we just HAD to read 
both of those stories right after 
hearing them), began to think 
about and consider more 
seriously that we too could write 
books after local author, 
MaryAnn Gregg, shared her 
work with us, learned a bit about 
tallying as we accumulated the 
units read in our classroom each 
day ï 102! And loved celebrating 
with wearing our pajamas to 
school and having Johnôs class make us pancakes for breakfast.  Thank you to all of you, who help us 
plan this special month and support your children with the reading and the pledges. I appreciate the way 
this community comes together to support this important cause. 

 

Our guinea pig babies have found new homes!  Jacob Fost loves having Curly Ears and gives us daily 
reports and Justin Perdomo discovered that Nibbles Jr. was much happier having his brother around 
and so has taken both Nibbles Jr. and Red Eyes home with him, but only, after making sure that they 
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I am so pleased that we are able to offer such a wide variety of summer camp opportunities including 
Spanish, hand drumming, photography, fishing, art, soccer, web design, international foods, and Kayôs 
camp this year.  We hope you can join us for a few weeks this summer, if not all eight.  Help us also spread 
the word to other friends and families.  Michele, Marianneôs assistant, is helping over the next few months 
to market these opportunities more widely to the Richmond / Wayne County community.  Let us know if you 
have ideas or if you would like additional flyers and registration materials.  Thank you to Becky Dimick 
Eastman and Jeff Lanman (both board members, a current and past parent) for their work in helping 
develop these opportunities. 

 

Grant-related goodness:  I am pleased to announce that the Womenôs Fund of the Wayne County 
Foundation is willing to partially fund a grant proposal we submitted to help us develop our library, 
curriculum and outreach related to women in science, math and literature.  RFS will be honored at their 
upcoming luncheon.  We have also just received word that we received a matching grant from Quaker 
Earthcare Witness to supplement our garden and composting supplies and program.  Thank you Sarah 
Northrop, Becky Dimick Eastman and our teachers for their efforts in helping these grant opportunities 
come to life.  Let the digging begin!  
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Josie and Ashley emptying some scraps into our compost 
tumbler. Our garden and compost program is active and 
growing!  



were both males.   We do miss 
them but Nibbles is thriving with 
no competition for attention and 
caring for her remains a favorite 
job of your children.  They are 
asking often if they can take 
Nibbles home for the weekend.  
We encourage this experience 
for anyone who is interested.  
Just let us know and we can 
make sure i t happens.  
Incidentally, Nibbles would like 
to have a home to go to over 
spring break.  Let us know if 
this interests you. 

 

Moving from mammals to 
birdséour chick eggs should 
be hatching about the time this 
newsletter is being printed. 

Weôve had an interesting time 
talking about the eggs we eat 
and comparing them to fertile 
eggs.  Ask your child about the 
egg experiment we did at school and how they 
observed the different parts of the egg.  You 
could do this at home as well.  Weôve been 
following the chick development daily as we 
read about and follow the picture chart we have 
in the room.  It was exciting to have Debbie 
Searcy from the extension office come in to 
candle the eggs.  With a bright light shinning 
through the shell we were able to check all the 
eggs for movement, blood vessels, and the air 
cell.  There were only 3 out of the 12 that did 
not have developing embryos. These got 
removed from the incubator.  With 9 eggs 
remaining, we are so ready for hatching day!!!  
Stay tuned. 

 

We are glad we ventured out in the snow and 
cold to learn about the maple syrup process at 
Cope Environmental Center.  Even though the 
sap was not flowing that day and the sugaring 
season had barely begun, we learned a lot 
about how the Native Americans and pioneers 
made and used the syrup.  Now, finally, the 
weather has changed and we have tapped our 
own tree here in the schoolyard.  We are 
colleting sap and boiling it down in the 
classroom to make our own syrup. It looks like 
we might have to have yet another pancake 
breakfast.  We did have the opportunity to 
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experiment with some maple syrup before all 
the good snow melted.  If you didnôt hear about 
our ñsugar on snowò party ask your child to 
explain. 

 

The children have had fun with our focus on 
geometric shapes. We have explored two 
dimensional shapes and their attributes and 
then puzzled over and experimented with 
making little houses for our hedge hogs that 
use these shapes in three dimensions cubes, 
pyramids etc. Now we are moving on to work 
with graphs, extending what we do daily in the 
classroom. As your children learn to interpret 
what a graph is showing, we doing mental 
math, comparing by adding and subtracting 
and determining more, less, or equal. 

Coming up:  we look forward to talking and 
reading more about community and community 
workers and learning from each childôs chosen 
worker.  It was good to hear many of you 
already planning with your child as they 
prepare for this next project presentation. 

 

Spring garden work is close, or at least the 
preparation and planning for it is. On the family 
workday coming up we hope we will be able to 
get the soil turned over and ready for planting 

Mary Grace listens attentively as her pen pal Hannah reads 
�W�R���K�H�U���D�V���S�D�U�W���R�I���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\�¶�V���5�H�D�G�D�W�K�R�Q���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�� 
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