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Marcie Roberts, School Coordinator

If you attend Richmond Friends School, you read (or are read to) many times each day,
and the best part is you love doing it. Each February, we eat, sleep, breathe, and count our
reading when our families engage in our reading challenge as a part of our largest, annual
parent fundraising effort. We kicked off our annual Readathon campaign this year before
the month of February as a way of generating enthusiasm, clarifying our expectations and
goals, and answering questions. Chris Nicolson , co-founder of the school, joined us for
that potluck dinner back in January to share some of the Readathon’s rich history. We are
thankful that this dynamic way of fostering a love for reading while simultaneously raising
funds for the school began back in the 1980s when parent Richard Byrd was trying to
purchase a set of encyclopedias for the library. We happily continue this meaningful,
creative, and important effort to this day, and | for one am thankful that we are not having
children and their families peddle frozen cookie dough or wrapping paper to raise money!

We are using the inaugural April edition of our _
“Giving Tree” publication to recognize and

thank all of our current Readathon sponsors.
Your generous pledges provided additional : W\
incentive for our young readers, and your N L
donations validated their efforts. We, for the ! D | MM]}&.
first time in a few years, exceeded our $10,000 g gl L H
goal. To date, our current total is $11,035! Let i : ‘ :
me tell you, the students have been tracking
this progress on a giant thermometer in our
foyer with great interest and pride. We even
had a special All-School Meeting when our
new mascot, Screech the screech owl, joined
the students to celebrate their hard work and
successes. We love seeing our real screech
owl in the porch rafters almost daily, but the
big, stuffed one handing out t-shirts was a real
treat! Thank you for making our success
possible with your generosity. Screech the Owl and Kian Eckert

We appreciate all of you who graciously support us during our annual campaign each
winter. This year we set a goal of $40,000, and we have a little further to go to meet that
goal. If you haven't had a chance to participate in our campaign, please consider doing so
this spring.

Let me also note that this first-time publication is taking an opportunity to highlight a few
alumni and a soon-to-be alumnus. | hope this will become a new tradition for us; we have
had so many amazing children come through our doors and enrich our lives. This is a
wonderful opportunity to hear from them as they reflect on their time with us and how it has
affected their lives. If you are an alumnus, a parent of an alumnus, a former teacher, or
former staff member, we’d love to hear your stories. Please contact us at 765.966.5767 or
richmondfriendsschool@comcast.net. We hope you are well and that your time at RFS
continues to serve you well as you engage with an ever-changing, ever-challenging world.
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There are two types of students who enter my classroom: those
who need a lot of help and those who just require a bit of polish
around the edges. Spencer Lanman is the latter type.

Most of the things that | have helped Spencer with are social in
nature. He entered my classroom as a headstrong third grader.
He was the only Richmond Friends School third grader to enter
my class that year and instantly went from the top of the heap
to among the youngest students in my class. | had some older
students who, dare | say, viewed Spencer as a bit of an
annoyance. He acted like he knew everything and would
occasionally respond to new information by saying, "Yeah, |
knew that." The thing about it was that Spencer recognized his
intelligence but thought that meant he was supposed to know
everything. Through a process of admitting that I, the
teacher, did not always have the answer, and through guiding John explaining the Creek Walk to students
Spencer and other students to find the information they were
looking for, Spencer was able to recognize that everyone has
limits. This acknowledgement also allowed Spencer to be more
self-assured since he didn't have to pretend to be more than
his limits allowed.

Spencer has come a long way with being able to work with
younger children. He started out by wanting to do his own
thing. If someone else was there who was also doing that
thing... well, Spencer didn't mind it too much. Part of Spencer's
development and self-understanding has resulted in him seeing
that he has helpful guidance to give to those who are younger.
He has developed the patience to be able to take the time to
help them as well as the compassion to want to help them.
Spencer now has kindergarten students wanting to be his pen
pal. He is able to handle three of them at a time by being kind
and calm and listening to what they have to say.

His organizational skills have grown immensely over the last . . )
couple of years. He shows this through being responsible for John helping Pen Pal groups with a projec
timely completion of his homework as well as working on his during All -Schaal Mesting

projects well before they are due and carefully planning out the

products he creates. He has developed the capacity to do a bit

of work every day towards the eventual completion of

something bigger. This is a life skill that | hope to develop at

some point in the near future.

Finally, let me just say that Spencer is very smart. He is able to
grasp difficult concepts and takes up knowledge like a vacuum.
Actually, he has also learned how to properly use a vacuum

by using it to clean the classroom. Whether discussing
variables or who to focus on to exemplify the expansion of art
during the Renaissance, Spencer can easily do it. Spencer
listens when people say interesting things, and, since | often
say interesting things, Spencer has almost always paid
attention to me. He has picked up on so much educational
content, but just as importantly, he has become an exceptional
listener, collaborator, and leader.

Spencer waiting for a home run pitch



Spencer helping to feed his classmates

Is there really life after RFS?

Spencer and Kian set up for an event

Hello, my name is Spencer, and | am in the sixth grade. I've attended
Richmond Friends School for five years and am on my sixth, and sadly, my
last year. So I've decided to share with you how | have enjoyed the Friends
School.

Before | came here | went to Garrison Elementary for Kindergarten and the
first 10 days of first grade. My parents let me switch schools because | didn't
like the teacher. When | came here | enjoyed a warm welcoming from
Marianne's class; | felt a lot more comfortable at this school, and | have
stayed here ever since.

When | was in Marianne's class | enjoyed many fun and exciting things.
Every year we would go on a creek walk, usually more than once. That was
always lots of fun. | also really liked the snake Slinky; he was fun to hold and
touch. Each year we would also have chicken eggs that we would put in an
incubator to hatch. We would have baby chicks in the class! Then we would
have caterpillars that we grew, and they would become butterflies that we
would let go. They were always fun to watch fly; they were also very pretty.
We did lots of other fun, including countless trips to Cope Environmental
Center and other places. Marianne was a very nice teacher. She let me slip
out of trouble a lot (thanks, Marianne), has always enjoyed my presence, and
is probably my favorite teacher. (Sorry, John, you're my second favorite.)

Of course | had to move up in grades, so | found my way to the great teacher
known as John when | was in the third grade, and I'm still here. John's class
has been a great experience for me. John is a great teacher and has taught
me many things. We also do a lot of fun stuff. Every year we go on a big field
trip to a place like Washington D.C., Maryland, Virginia, or some other place
like that. It's also a great experience because we learn a lot of stuff that takes
some planning beforehand, so we get to do some math and learn how to talk
better on the phone and stuff like that. We also do a lot of fun experiments
where we might kick or throw a ball and use a hypothesis to guess which one
will go farther. We also do lots of big projects and, of course, the UNICEF fair
project. | find projects very enjoyable, it's fun to learn about different
countries, important people, etc. To be honest, | just like showing off how
much | know. For some of our projects we also get to go on field trips, which |
enjoy a great deal. One year we even got to go to the Fort Wayne Zoo.

Other things that | have enjoyed are pen pals; it's a great learning experience
to communicate with younger people. It can also be a lot of fun and
exhausting. I've enjoyed all of my pen pals, even the challenging ones, and
have had a great experience with them. Another thing | like is how many all-
school events we have. We go on a creek walk every year, we have an all-
school meeting every week, we go to Earlham College every other week, and
other things too.

Although | would stay here forever if | could, | will have to leave soon. | think |
have gotten a great bit of knowledge from this school and learned some good
life skills along the way. | have had great people to help me through this
school and some great friends as well; | will definitely miss having P.E. and
recess. | will miss this school. That pretty much sums it up for a short letter,
but | would like to make this message clear: | LOVE THIS SCHOOL!



When Natalie Goeke Proudfoot, 38, began attending a public elementary school, she was miserable. A shy and
quiet child, she was disconnected from her classmates and intimidated by teachers who seemed entirely focused
on disciplining other children. She hated school.

So when her parents placed her in Richmond Friends School (then known as The Children’s School) for the
beginning of third grade, it was a totally new world for her.

“It really shifted the way | thought about school,” she says. Reached by phone at her home in Muncie, she
reflected on her experiences at RFS in the early 1980s. Now that she has children of her own, she has a new
perspective on her experiences as a student.

“The school helped me enjoy learning again,” she reflects, adding, “I was empowered to take charge of my own
learning. A lot of what | remember is the projects that we had to do, and how science, math, and English could all
be incorporated into one project.”

Natalie and her daughters enjoy the great outdoors

“As a student at a public school, | was feeling all these feelings about how other kids didn’t seem to like school, and the
teachers seemed to be angry at other kids much of the time. That just made me sad and withdrawn. [RFS co-founder]
Chris Nicholson was able to put me in a leadership role in a way that was comfortable for me, and | learned to channel
my feelings in a positive way.”

Proudfoot has spent much of her adult life working for not-for-profit organizations, including Planned Parenthood and
Habitat for Humanity. She is also what she terms an “incessant volunteer” who endeavors to build community
wherever she may be. She suggests that the things she values in her working life are linked to her experiences at RFS
as well.

“I remember having lots of freedom at the school, but | also remember learning that what | said and did mattered,” she
says. “There was a ‘service model’ at the Children’s School long before that became a buzz word in the educational
community.”

Proudfoot also notes that attending RFS helped her build writing skills. “I learned to explore the thoughts in my head,
and | definitely became more confident in my writing ability,” she recalls. “The teachers made me feel that | could let
my personality show through my written work. | think that those experiences have really helped me, even as an adult.”

“[RFS] prepared me for the life | lead.”



Tom Jetmore thinks he knows the secret to success in the classroom. Jetmore recalls doing a project on ancient
Egypt while he was a student at Richmond Friends School (then called The Children’s School) and ending a class
presentation with a trivia quiz based on the facts he had shared with the class. As a prize, the student who got the
most correct answers got to keep a sphinx that he and his father had fashioned from modeling clay.

“I know | would learn more if there was a trivia quiz at the end of each class, and whichever student did the best got a
cool clay sphinx,” he jokes.

Jetmore is now a senior at Swarthmore College, a highly regarded liberal arts college near Philadelphia, and he is
excelling in the classroom, even without faux Egyptian kitsch. He is majoring in English Literature and completing
pre-med requirements with an ambition to become an orthopedic surgeon.

He says that his time at RFS laid the foundation for his future academic success, mainly because it was a place
where loving school was cool. “The best thing about that school was my classmates,” he says. “All the students there
were excited about learning. | think that if you have students who are all interested and curious, you can kind of let
them run wild.”

Charlie Malloy, Kathleen Davis, Tom Jetmore (center )

Lucas Peterson and Chris Watkins (bottom row, | to r)

Emily McNeil, Mary Crumley-Effinger, Zoe Hillenmeye r,
and Rebecca Byrd (top row, [ to r)

Tom Jetmore at Swarthmore College

Reached by cell phone as he walked from his dorm to campus, Jetmore says that the love of learning was infectious
at RFS, and that he particularly enjoyed being able to follow his own interests wherever they led him. As a college
student, he continues let his let his interests take the lead.

The son of a physician, Jetmore has long been intrigued by medicine. But, as he has contemplated various career
paths, he has taken it upon himself to get as much firsthand knowledge as possible about health careers. He has
observed several surgeries and worked at a surgical care center. He also volunteers in various departments of a
local hospital.

After graduating from college this spring, he plans to pursue a master’s degree in medical sciences at either
Georgetown University in Washington, D.C. or Loyola University in Chicago in preparing for his medical school
applications the following year. He sees his career aspiration as an opportunity to help those in need, a desire stoked
at RFS, where students are encouraged to seek ways to serve others.

“Seeing how things are for my dad (David Jetmore, an ear, nose, and throat specialist in Richmond), I think it would
be a great privilege to be a doctor,” Jetmore says. “To be able to help someone live without pain—that's an amazing
thing.”

Editor's Note: We want to offer our sincerest thanks and heartfelt gratitude to Jonathan Graham, a
current RFS parent and publications editor at Earlham College, for interviewing Natalie Proudfoot and
Tom Jetmore and writing these alumni profiles.



