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i academics, self -discovery, and social development

School Coordinator: Marcie

January gave us dreary skies and freezing temperatures, but also a special
guest, a kick-off celebration dinner and a new student. Welcome Alex
Anthonywhoisa5"gr ader i n JVWehwveré lsappy tb masesChroline
Clemperer Green join wus | ast mont h
where she talked with students about what kinds of emotions certain works of
art, both visual and auditory, can elicit from us. Students studied paintings
and drawings and then listened to her play various pieces on her violin. All
students then had opportunities to draw as Caroline continued to play. All
three of Caroline and her
school. She divides her time between Richmond and New York City
performing with the Chanticleer Quartet. She shares her music and
programs for schools across the country. We are lucky she shared with us i
not only her time and talents, but also her memories of and commitment to
this school.

Our annual Board Retreat happened on 1/30. We welcomed a new board
member and First Friends Meeting liaison, Lavona Bane, to our ranks. We
spent time revisiting our vision 1 the vision plan that grew out of a strategic
planning session back in 2006. It was surprising to some and amazing to all
to see how f arWewewevree cjoonriened by Ear
President of Community Relations, Avis Stewart, and Cope Environmental
Centerb6és Development Director, Al i so
that was outstanding. In the afternoon our work continued via dynamic
working committees made up of board and community (RFS and Richmond)
members. Our standing committees include Development, Marketing and
Recruitment, Executive, Par enWeswilbegimd
planning for our next visioning process and our upcoming 40™ Anniversary in
2011. Want to be involved? You can be, justask T we 6d | ove
youu Whil e we were 6retreatingbd many
semester teacher evaluations. This is a valuable and informative
assessment tool teachers developed a few years ago - we hope that you find
them useful. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to
contact your teacher or myself. Thank you teachers for all of your hard work!

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

READATHON, READATHON, READATHON, does everyone kn
month?! Again, thank you to our Parentsd Commi {off Rirmer an
event. We are underway and reading is happening everywhere. Personally speaking, reading happened
under a table last night and in our car yesterday 7 two places reading does not normally happen in our
lives. We are motivated and hope you are too, but | must admit that we are still collecting sponsors. |

cannot begin to highlight all of the activities due to happen this month related to our literacy celebration and

fundraising initiative. Keep your calendars close and read your weekly emails for updates. We have some
professional development plans for February too. | will visit Friends School of Wilmington (NC) for a few
upcoming days and Laura and John will be attending a Friends Council on Education Conference at
Pendle Hill outside of Philadelphia as well
as visiting other Friends Schools in the
area 2/16-19. Do not forget our Bring a
Friend to School Day happening on the
15", Please let your teachers know if you
have someone coming with your child and
note, PreK-K guests should only plan to
stay until 11:30 while older guests may stay
until 3. Happy February, Happy Reading!

Pre -K/K: Marianne

The big highlight in the month of January
has been the birth of Nibbles three babies.
Since the birthing happened over a weekend
and at night none of us were there to witness
the process. It seems a bit miraculous that
the guinea pigs are born with fur looking and
acting just like a miniature adult guinea pig!
Right away we were able to watch the little
ones nursing and then as the week went on
see them nibble a bit of carrot or apple. We
have been weighing all of them weekly. All of them are gaining weight rapidly. Since we also had
weighed Nibbles up to the birth, we weighed her afterwards and she weighed one pound less after the
little ones were born. This is a significant amount for a guinea pig to gain and to lose. As we do this work
your children are learning to use the balance scale, a sensitive piece of scientific equipment. In addition,
they are learning to record, read, and interpret these results on a graph. Your children are becoming
responsible stewards as they practice handling the guinea pigs with care and make sure they are fed well.
| think we have finally agreed on names for the three babies: Red Eyes sometimes called Chubs (the
biggest), Cinnamon Curly Ears, and Nibbles Jr. The guinea pigs need to be with their mother for another
two weeks or so. If any of you are interested in having one of the babies as a pet at your home please let
me know. You would need to buy it from the pet store, as was the agreement | made with the pet
storeowner who has been so generous with us. In the meantime, if you are interested in having Nibbles
and her babies with you for just the weekend, let us know. We are in need of having them cared for
through the weekends.

Caroline Clemperer Green shows a piece of
artwork to students during her presentation at
RFS entitled AOpen Up

I was impressed and delighted in the interest the students showed as we read and discussed the life and
good work of Martin Luther King Jr. | heard and saw your children trying to grapple with the idea of such
inequality. The story of Rosa Parks had a significant impact as well. Just as we were talking about all of
this the earthquake in Haiti occurred and our conversations turned to how we could help the people in
Hai ti . Kingébs message of believing in treating
made it imminent that we do something. Spurred on by Bode and his family, the idea of a bake sale to
raise money came up. We eagerly jumped on the bandwagon and made a cooking day devoted to baking

(Continued on page 3)
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(Continued from page 2) —

for this cause. Thanks in large part to
Laura Retherfordos
were able to send a little over $100 to the
Red Cross. This is a small contribution but
a hugely important opportunity and lesson
for our children.

wor k

The 100" day of school has now come and
gone. We did quite a few counting
activities leading up to this day. All of us
are getting good at counting by tens and
some by other combinations as well. We
hope you enjoyed seeing the 100-day
di spl ay i n t he hall way
collections from home. What a nice variety
of items we had. Thank you for the
contributions to the 100-day trail mix
snack. We are still enjoying it.

Just before 100 day approached, we
finished a math project focused on sorting

and classifying. It was based around the Frog and
Toad story of The Lost Button. We made our own
buttons with different attributes - thick, thin, small,
large, different colors and different number of
buttonholes. Using real money the children
purchased items from our school store to make
their buttons. With the completed buttons we
played a variety of sorting and classifying games.
Even as we will move on to another math project
focused on geometric shapes, sorting and
classifying will continue on in many contexts within
the classroom. It is a mathematical and scientific
skill that is used daily and promotes critical
thinking.

We have been studying the properties of liquids
and experimenting with water and mixing
substances with water. Understanding and using
the words, dissolve and evaporate has been a big
part of this work as we have made salt and soap
solutions to develop crystals. Checking out our
crystals using the microscope has been yet
another opportunity to learn about scientific
equipment and its various uses. | look forward to
the mystery liquids your children will be bringing in
from home. We will be observing, classifying, and
making predictions about what these are.

Just in time for the readathon and more author
studies, we have wrapped up our study of Jan
Brett, author and illustrator. The children came up
with the following list of characteristics observed in

e e

and

Mari anneos
from their favorite book for the Readathon!

support; we

wi t h everyoneods

class dressed

her books: she almost always has animals in her
stories, her stories often take place in snowy
places, she travels to the places she writes about,
she has hedgehogs in her stories, she sometimes
has trolls in her stories, and she often uses clues
in the borders of her illustrations. We learned that
she has always loved to draw and started doing
this at the early age of 4 and 5. She also loves to
write about her experiences. This has helped us
to think about ourselves as writers and illustrators
in our daily writing time.

We do look forward to the readathon and | hope
that you have been able to get pledges from your
family and
We will of course be doing lots of reading at school
and keeping track of these units in the classroom.
In addition, we appreciate all that you will be doing
with your child at home. We look forward to a fun
month of reading activities.

Several notes:

*We try to do cooking every Thursday morning in
the classroom. If | am organized enough ahead of
time, | have been asking the family that brings
shack if they will provide some of the ingredients
for the cooking project. This has been a big help
to me but pl ease | et me
for you and we will take care of it. Many thanks in
advance.

(Continued on page 4)
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