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School Calendar 

Dec 11:  Half Day: 
Teacher Work Day 

 

Dec 17: Picture Retakes 

 

Dec 21-Jan 3: Winter 
Break 

 

Jan 4: School Resumes 

 

Where is the year going?  It seems just yesterday I 
was wondering why the hottest day of the year 
was reserved for the first day of school and now 
weôre planning for snow!  Please see our weather 
related cancelation policy and distribution 
information elsewhere in this newsletter.  Thank 
you for a great November.  I am still basking in the 
glow of a productive family workday at the 
beginning of the month and an awesome teacher 
workday on the 13

th
.  We discussed our school-

wide handwriting curriculum (currently being taught 
and templates soon to be compiled and shared 
with parents in January), math curriculum and 
resources, projects and project expectations, and assessment, specifically 
how we use portfolios.  We still have more to cover in our upcoming half-day 
teacher workday on the 11

th
 when weôll learn about Zoophonics (Laura will be 

teaching us!), look at our Quaker literature collection and discuss our GREEN 
initiatives.  We had a wonderful All-School trip to Friends Fellowship last 
month as we shared a Thanksgiving story, thoughts and pictures of things we 
are thankful for and even a few songs (thanks Keith and all of our parent 
volunteers for helping).  Johnôs class will continue this month with our Friends 
Fellowship Partnership as his students will join residents in making traditional 
English Christmas crackers with residents on the 3

rd
.  Our Wellness 

Wednesday first semester rotations will finish up this first week of December, 
due to start anew next year with different rotations.  I hope you will all enjoy a 
long winter break which starts on the 21

st
 until school resumes on the 4

th
 of 

January.  Savanna Blair will be leaving us for the spring semester as she joins 
her family in New Zealand for an Earlham off-campus semester ï ñCheers,ò as 
they say.  Weôll miss you!  Luc Baker-Stahl, third grader, returns from his 
semester with his family in France ï welcome back Luc, youôre upstairs 
now!  We will also welcome new student, Isabella MacClellan, to Lauraôs class 
as a first grader.   

 

I hope your holiday season is filled with love, happiness and peace.  



Pre -K/K: Marianne  

This month we have been 
reading books written and 
illustrated by Donald Crews.  
His books are characterized by 
detailed illustrations about 
transportation and accompanied 
by no text or a very simple text.  
Many of the students are 
attempting to read these on 
their own.   When searching for 
Donald Crews books in the 
library, I discovered that 
Donaldôs wife, Ann Jonas, and 
his daughter; Nina Crews were 
also childrenôs picture book 
authors and illustrators.  We are 
just beginning to read their 
books as well and will look for 
similarities and differences in 
their books. 

 

Our Math work with patterns 
continued through November and, 
in addition, we began work with 
estimating and correct number writing.  Each 
week we have a new jar of items to estimate. For 
comparison it has been helpful to have a jar of a 
known quantity of 10 along side those to be 
estimated. Estimating is an excellent skill to 
develop and can be lots of fun as well.  You can 
reinforce this by trying this at home.   Of course 
the counting to find out how close your estimate 
is provides practice as well.  Hint:  grouping by 
tens makes the counting much easier and the 
students are getting quite good at doing this. 

 

In the weeks approaching Thanksgiving, 
pumpkins became a focus for us.  We read about 
pumpkins and their life cycles, wrote and made 
books about pumpkins, estimated, measured, 
and weighed our large pumpkin, cut up and 
cooked our pumpkin, and then counted the 
number of seeds and number of cups of pulp 
produced by this large pumpkin.  I think we were 
all most amazed to discover the pumpkin 
contained 798 seeds and that all of these fit into 
our one of our snack bowls.   YES, WE 
COUNTED BY TENS!  We delighted in roasting 
the seeds for eating.  They disappeared rapidlyï
even with having 798!  Another highlight was 
using the cooked pumpkin to make pumpkin 

empanadas with Lindsay in Spanish class.  We 
had enough to share with the whole school.  In 
addition, we used our pumpkin to make pumpkin 
bread for the all school Thanksgiving feast. The 
students love to cook.  We hope to make this a 
weekly activity. 

 

Thank you all for your support of the food drive.  
We tallied up the items contributed and it came to 
a grand total of 163 items.  It felt important to 
have our students to be able to take these to the 
pantry and realize how significant this contribution 
is for families that cannot afford food in the way 
that we can. 

 

Nibbles Rose Whitenose update:  We are fairly 
certain she is pregnant and we have returned the 
friendly male, Cinnamon, who was on loan from 
the pet store.   Daily we record the number of 
days she has been pregnant.  The gestation 
period is a long 68 days, which puts the birthing 
into mid-January.  We are weighing Nibbles 
weekly, but so far there has been negligible 
weight change. 

 

We have finally worked through a process of 

Ted, Ashley, and  Mary Grace exploring the pumpkins 
on a field trip to  Weslerôs Orchard. 

(Continued  on page 3) 



developing classroom rules that are 
stated positively and that everyone 
agrees we want to abide by.  You 
should ask your child to tell you 
about these or better yet come in and 
read them together.  They are posted 
in the classroom with everyone 
signing their name in agreement.  

 

We have been so fortunate to have a 
number of Earlham students 
volunteering in the classroom.  As 
December rolls around and their 
semester ends I wish to acknowledge 
how helpful their commitment to 
working with us has been.  We have 
already said goodbye to, Akiko and 
Megumu who took time to teach us 
origami and some tradit ional 
Japanese calligraphy, and to Alisa 
who came to us as a practicum 
student in her Theory and Practice of 
Education class.   Alisa shared her 
interest in art education and planned and taught a number of classes focused around the primary and 
secondary colors.  A special thank you to all of our students who have provided so much help and 
support.  We hope many of them will return to be with us again next semester. 

 

We got quite a bit accomplished on our teacher workday.   We know it is sometimes a parentôs nightmare 
to find childcare for this day but please know that we very much appreciate this time to work together as 
teachers.   Highlights were: talking through curriculum, sharing ideas, providing support to each other, 
and checking to see if we are all on the same page with the formation of letter and number writing along 
with correct pencil grip.  Working on the correct pencil grip is very important as children begin to write.  
We will be sending home information soon, which shows and describes correct pencil grip.  We hope that 
this will give you the tools and knowledge to reinforce what we are expecting at school.  Please make this 
a priority! 

 

Coming up:   

 

THE MITTEN TREE - We will take a trip to a Christmas tree farm to cut a tree for the front hallway.  The 
tree will be decorated with mittens, gloves, hats, scarves, and socks that will go to needy families in 
Richmond.  More information will come soon. 

 

NEW ZEALAND  - We will be reading, talking, and learning some about New Zealand as we anticipate 
Savanna and her family leaving and spending the spring semester there. 

 

Still Missing:  

 

Knitty Kitty and Ghostôs Hour, Spookôs Hour, both Morrison Reeves Library books, are still missing.  
Please scour your homes again looking for these books.  The school will have to pay for these missing 
items.  

Another book, The Parade  by Donald Crews has been gone for several weeks.  If you have this at home 
please return it.  Thanks.  

(Continued  from page 2) 

Earlham College students Megumu and Maggie show 
Ellie how to make an origami.  


