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A Good Place to Grow: Academics, Self -discovery, and Social Development

School Head: Marcie

As | look inside our windows and out upon this December new fallen
snow, I am amazed at all the gifts we har

$700 + raised and donated to Unicef, 154 units of non-perishable food donated
to our local food pantry, an arm-load of gloves, hats and scarves still being
collected on our Mitten tree for the Salvation Army, thousands of capital cam-
paign dollars coming in supporting our annual fund and endowment, countless
hours of volunteer time given to this school by our students as they do their
work jobs everyday, by our parents during our workdays, driving on fieldtrips,
donating food and doing committee work, and tremendous time and energy
given by our board members i this amounts to generous giving, to and from
this school. Every morning that your children bound out of bed in joyful antici-
pation of going to school is a gift to be cherished that we can thank our faculty
and staff for. Here at the Richmond Friends School we also give to our Earth
by conserving energy and water, by composting waste, by growing vegetables
and making practical decisions as we try to be good stewards of our global
community.

In this frosty season of giving, as the days get shorter and our bundling
up routines get longer; please join me in celebrating the gift that is this school.
It continues after 40 years to be a child-centered place of learning and wonder.
Herebs wishing everyone a happy holid
Winter Break!
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School
Calendar

Dec. 19-Jan. 1: No School
(Winter Break)
Jan. 2: School Resumes

Jan. 13: No School

Differing Views or the RFS Doorway: Looking In versus Looking Out

Jan. 16: No School

(Martin Luther King Day)

607 West Main Street 765.966.5767
Richmond, IN rfsoffice@comcast.net
47374 www.richmondfriendsschool.org
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Prek-K: Marianne

October ended and November
arrived and the children were still want-
ing to talk, sing, and write about Hallow-
een. We shifted the focus slightly to
PUMKINS and read about their life cycl
used real pumpkins to predict how muc
they weighed, weighed them, measured
their circumferences, ordered them from
largest to smallest and tallest to shortes
and finally opened our biggest pumpkin
to cook. After cleaning and drying the
seeds, we estimated and counted how
many there were. We each took part
counting out group
end we had598! ! That s a
a lot of counting. We roasted up the seeds
and had them with our snack. The pumpki
pulp also got cooked and put through the
food mill, ready for making the pumpkin
bread we offered for the All School Thanks
giving Feast.

Meghan displays the
leaves used in an art
project led by Rosa,
an Earlham student.
The students
bleached tee shirts as
they used reverse
stenciling with natural
found objects.

The feast was quite a success. W
were thrilled that we could pick lettuce and
greens from our garden enough to make a
salad for everyone who wanted to have a
small taste. | was amazed at how the children came back for seconds on many of the
items. Thank you to all the classes and aftercare for their contributions. This, in addition to our visit
to Friends Fellowship where we sang songs and shared a Thanksgiving story, was a great way to
come together as a community and recognize the approaching holiday.

Math gets exciting when we use real objects and have a purpose. That is just what hap-
pened as we watched the donations of food come in daily for the food drive. The first day we started
a tally and then each following day we would take the food and add on to the tally. By the end we got
quite good at tallying! We totaled an impres-
sive 154 items! Our trip to the food pantry
was informative as we learned how families
came in to get the food and how it was dis-
tributed. The children were very eager to
unload our contributions and were proud to
tell the food pantry folks that RFS was donat-
ing 154 items of food. Thank you everyone
for helping to make this happen.

Adi prepares her shirt for coloring.



(Continued from page 2)

Caroline KlempereiGreen joins us most every year with her creative and interactive programs that
include storytelling, art, and music. This year she started with telling us a story that came from her own life
experience and then read a true story that she had written that was illustrated by her son. Later she had
the children make something with play doh and tell their story. This supports so much of what we are doing
in the classroom. For the month of November the children have been taking turns in groups of 4 working in
the block room building structures and at the end of the day they tell their story about their work. In addi-
tion, during writing time, children have been writing about their own experiences. For example: when Marin
was going to miss school for a few days to go to Chicago, she made a journal to write about her trip to share
with us. Since she did not complete it there she has continued to write and work on it at school and Arden
after a weekend of raking leaves with her dad wrote this verse all on her own. | have not changed her in-

vented spelling.

It is foll.
Foll is fun.
Levs Foll.
My Dad raks up levs
| gomp in them.
It is fun Gomping in levs.
It isnt fun win trees diy.
Foll Ands. Sad Fasis
than it is wintr
but now we thro sno bols.
And make sno mans.

It is fun! Students i n NMAvsiLizzybetle dask, aod MHly s
spindry fresh, homegrown lettuce for the feast.

Yipy!

Along with other delicious feast items,
the lettuce awaits the hungry mouths

of RFS students.

<

Ava enjoys a healthy balance food

options at the feast.



We have written and all students have signed off on rules for the classroom. First we took
some time to think about things we really |
good or things that were hard and we made lists of these. From there we wrote about what

we wished and hoped we would be able to do in our préKyear and then began to think

about what rules would help us work best together to make these things happen. All of these
are posted on the walls in the classroom. Come in and have a look. The children suggested
we read these rules once a week to help remind us. So far | have heard them reminding

themselves as they interact and go about the business of the day. They are clearly invested in the rules
they have had the opportunity to create.

We really appreciate Maryds dad coming in to
getting our own battery and LED light to explore with and take home and we continue to have fun working
with the wires, batteries, and LED lights John has left with us in the classroom. Thank you John.

Following the red brick path to the back entrance reminds us daily of all the hard work that got
done in our early November workday. Thank you to everyone for your commitment and hard work.

Mitten Tree: Our tree in the front hallway will be decorated with donations of new mittens, gloves, scarves
and hats that will be given to the Salvation Army to be distributed to children in need in Richmon

Thank you in advance for your contributions.

Inclement Weather Policy

Richmond Friends School will decide independently of the Richmond Community Schools when to close, whether due to
fog, heavy rains, snow, and/or ice.

Note: We do not have a delayed opening policy; we are either open or closed.

Notification of School Closure: ~ When the possibility of RFS closing exists, parents can check any of the following
sources. A decision will be made and posted no later than 7:00 a.m.

RFS Web site (http://www.richmondfriendsschool.orq)

RFS answering machine (966.5767)
Radio stations (Kicks 96 FM, G101.3 FM, AM 1490) &

TV stations (WCTV Channel s 11 & 21, Channel 26 NBC Dayton and Channel 136 NBC
Indy

Morning and Afternoon Extended Care : If Richmond Friends School closes, then morning and
afternoon extended care will not be provided.



http://www.richmondfriendsschool.org/

1-2: Laura

We had such a fun November.

Here is a list of questions to help you learn more
about some of the things that went on in our class-
room this month.

10: 00 a. mé. Laurads class crgates
contribution to the Thanksgiving Feast:

Corn Pudding!
Ask any of the students any of these questions, and |
just bet theydl]l know the answer!

. . il | | ! ﬂ

What chapter book is Laura reading aloud to us now? = o, ‘|
What did classmates choose from the prizebox this month? " Tpm E f @;ﬂ
How do you play Go To Corners? ;ﬂ_. .
What do the woods have to do with Bill Peet? — '
How many beanbag chairs do we havag
I f youdre doing math, what does 0
What has been happening to the water in buckets outside lately?

What have we been doing at the Earlham Wellness Center?

What is something we have learned in Spanish lately?

How do you use your fist to figure out the number of days in a month?
When do trucks say Omeep meep meepbd
What were some of the good things and what were some of the troubles
between white settlers and Indians? 11:00 a.mé.Corn i
What have the second graders started doing during printing time? in the classroom, but all students
What did we cook for the Thanksgiving Feast? helped in cleaning as well.

What does the rhythm of a limerick poem sound like?

Can a poem be silly? What else can it be?

What kinds of questions does Laura ask us in our journals?

What does it mean if itds your turn to be the P
How do you play Rock-Paper-Scissors? How do you play it with animals?
What is fun to do during Monday Choice Time?

What project did we recently finish? What project are we doing now?
Who did they make their Thank You Award for?
Who is George and why is it funny that he could speak?
What are we making with Claire right now?
What are we doing with Keith these days?
What are the two ways we do a Quick Share?

How do you play Can Your Remember?
Which students use second grade paper for all their writing now?
What are omath fixes?¢6

Does Bill Peet make his illustrations with paint?

eve




