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A good place to grow

School Coordinator: Marcie

RES Faculty
School Coordinator Welcome back to school after your spring break. |
Marcie Roberts hope everyone had a relaxing and joyous week
off. Before we focus on what lies ahead for us this
PreK-K Teacher April, let me thank all of you dedicated parents
Marianne Cope again for coming out on our rainy Saturday Family
Workday on 3/13. We were productive inside and
1i 2 Teacher outénot to maVewil bave ancther! |
Laura Josephson volunteer opportunity in a few weeks as we
assemble our spring mailing which is both our
3i 6 Teacher public acknowledgment of our Readathon donors
John Sheets as well as our final annual appeal. Believe it or
not, we are still receiving Readathon pledges and
Extended Care/Lunch our total to date is $13,372 i we have surpassed
Kay Maurer our goal! Our students collectively read over 100,000 minutes in February and
; everyone participated. What more could we ask for?! We are still shy of our
Office Manager $40,000 annual fund goal so we hope this mailing generates the responses
Chris Fretz that can help us meet our remaining fundraising goal for the year. Readathon
and annual fund monies support our operating budget which funds things like
Bookkeeper scholarships, supplies, and even teacher salaries. Thank you for what you
Melissa Sheets have done to get us this far and special thanks to our Parent Committee for

keeping us motivated and organized.

All kinds of applications and prospective student guests are coming in this

month. Please make sure returning student applications are in. All financial

aid applications and new student applications are due by April 15". We do

School Calendar hav_e_ co_ntinuing admiss_ior_15 as long as space is available_z, but we are

anticipating having a wait list for at least one of our classes if not more, so

please get your things turned in. We have also started to receive summer

camp registration forms i the summer deadline is May 1%. Do n 6t f get

May 28: Last Day of J_or_1at hanﬁs_ mar keting cha]'lwbaemeSshtrt,qputal of t
sign in your yard, a sticker on your car, and pass out brochures to your friends

and at your workplace. You are our best advertising. Need more

incentive? We have Earlham College Wellness

School and Graduation

(Continued on page 2)
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and Richmond Athletic Club passes for
participating friends and families.

The whole school will be going to
Friends Fellowship this month to
celebrate Earth Day and share our
musical gifts with the residents on the
22"  As a warm up and nice
stewardship  opportunity, we invite
students (and families) to join West
Richmond Friends Meeting on Sunday,
April 18™ at 9:30 for more music sharing
i please sign up outside the office if you
are able to come.

Happy Spring!

Bode sweeping the walkways in the back

Pre -K/K: Marianne playground during the Spring Family Workday.
]
| donodt know where the month of March went . Di

but | do remember some nice warm days and then some snow and cold as well. The children have
been very aware of the fluctuation in temperature when they report this out as a daily job. When we got
the cold weather and snow recently we displayed our temperature graph that shows recordings from the
beginning of the school year. It is quite impressive. Come in with your child and have them show it to

you.

All this weather observation and talk lead us to take advantage of the warm weather and get some early
crop seeds planted in the garden. The next day the snow came!! Your children were concerned about
the snow and cold on the seeds. We talked about the snow acting much like a blanket to the cold air
and as the sun melted the snow that day the moisture being good for the seeds. We will see what
happens. We owe a special thank vyou -tiltand peepareiaktibes
gardens in the rain during the workday, thank you. Thanks also to all the rest of you who joined us on
the workday, working outside in the rain as well or on indoor jobs. We really appreciate the community
support that helps get many jobs done.

The lessons of being good stewards and scientists can be challenging when the switch gets turned off
accidentally on the incubator just as the chicks are ready to hatch. We had some very thoughtful
discussions about what happened, how we might prevent this is we were doing it again, and finally what
we should do with the chick eggs that would not hatch. As you already know, the children really wanted
to open the egg that had started to hatch and see what the fully developed chick looked like. This was
an amazing science lesson in itself. Your children were eager and interested, though some of them
somewhat sad. They observed and asked questions about many of the parts of the chick and egg that
we had talked and read about. As | write this
Marcie and Ellie agreed to be there to put them in the incubator, thank you! Yes, we will try again, now
wiser and with lessons learned.

Our all school field trip to Cope Environmental Center was a real hit. We learned about nocturnal
animals, worked in pen pals groups to dissect owl pellets, and took a trail walk together on this warm

(Continued on page 3)
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spring day. For me the big spring
excitement was seeing the newly laid frog
eggs in the wetlands 7 an activity that
happens at night and probably had just
happened the night before we were
there. So of course we just had to get
some frog eggs for observation in the
classroom. | was able to get some Wood
Frog eggs from my herpetologist friend
John Iverson. The eggs have all hatched
and we now have Wood Frog tadpoles to
watch develop as the spring progresses.

We managed to fit everyoneds community

worker presentation in before spring

break. What fun it was to learn about the

various workers and to see the creativity

your children used in dressing up like the

worker and creating model work places.

Overall your children were much more

comfortable and confident in their -DFRE JLYHV D SUHVHQWDWLRQ WR / ubfv
presentations and were better audience fact-finding project about his birth month.

participants as well. Speaking up and

toward the audience is an area we will continue

to work on. The students loved creating .
AiFriendstowno with their Wog'éz'L@Is?lJ'(;aé
and putting in roads, signs and cars to drive

buil dings

around with.
March was a fun month. We finished up the
. ) Readathon and discovered that nearly everyone
| think everyone, parents and students alike,  g5q 3 tremendous amount at home. Very excit-
enjoyed the musical performance of the story ing!

Are You My Mother? It is a very simple story
that many children have read based on a bird
that is searching for his mother. In an animated This month, a lot of work was done in small
and very clever way the performance built and groups, including writing Venn Diagrams to com-

focused the story around bigger themes of pare what weodve | earned a ut
friendship, working together, and community. The students did a terrific job of pulling from
This fits so well with what we work so hardto  memory what theyo6d | earne and a
build at the Friends School. earlier work and books to make sure they had

correct details.

Coming up: Worms will be arriving in the mail

any day now for our worm bin. As we continue We culminated our study of nocturnal animals
our work in the garden, we will be studying and with an all-school field trip to the Cope Environ-
looking more closely at worms, soil, and mental Center. We even got to dissect an owl
composting. Laurads c | apsliet something we bad reagliabout byt manys
with some of this work and planting a garden had not actually seen in person.

as well. At times we will all work together on

this and at other times | will work with just | read aloud a book called Ho r 1 e nd o @s- Cu e
Lal.jlr aods .ﬁl asls szh' I e il Sr]n%theﬂw nth b March. %t ifferet kind of

speﬁ!a to Ohw't r:mé Icasfs. h? areK st book for us, full of pernicious pirates and other

wor 'gg out the schedule for this. eep unsavory bits of literary goodness. It was an ad-

posted. venture, and we enjoyed it a lot.
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