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 Today I can finally open the window in the office and let some 
spring air in.  Marianne’s class just came streaming out to do some garden 
work.  As I came into school today, I was excited to see the onions and 
spinach are up already.  I hope we can say good bye to the winter weather! 
 I am happy to note that we are starting to get inquiry calls from 
perspective families.  This is the time of year we focus on recruitment.  I 
have given a few tours and have a few more set up.  We are starting to 
schedule classroom visits for the K class and Laura Josephson has been 
eager to be part of the process.  This will continue to help the transition 
from Marianne as teacher to Laura in the fall.  During this recruitment 
time I would like to ask all of you to think how you can help spread the 
word about all that goes on at RFS.  Please speak to your friends and col-
leagues about your experiences here.  Word of mouth goes a long way in 
promoting the school.  You all are the best spokespeople.  Parents are 
rightly concerned about the quality of education available and you can 
share first hand information about our curriculum and educational philoso-
phy.  We are obviously sold on RFS and would like to share the RFS ex-
perience with more families.  Wouldn’t it be great if our classrooms were 
full next year?  Think of all those students learning in such a rich environ-
ment. 
 I was pleased with the responses from the parent surveys handed 
out at our March workday.  I am in the process of compiling the informa-
tion and plan to post the results.  I have been sharing your comments with 
faculty, staff, and the Board as appropriate.  I have also had some helpful 
informal conversations with parents.  If you would like to fill out a survey, 
there are extras in the office.  It is never too late to share your opinions.  
                                                                  Continued over to page 2 �  
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Interim School  
Coordinator: 
 Marijke Visser 
 
Kindergarten Teacher: 
 Marianne Cope 
 
1st-2nd Grade 
Teacher: 
 Jennifer Ramsey 
 
3rd - 6th Grade 
Teacher: 
 John Sheets 
 
Extended Care/Lunch:
 Kay Maurer 
 
Bookkeeper: 
 Sarah Northrop 
 
Office Manager: 
 Les Williams 
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607 West Main Street 765-966-5767 
Richmond, IN   rfsoffice@comcast.net 
47374    richmondfriendsschool.org �



������������� �����������

����� ��� ���!����"����

Continued from Marjike… 

Positive suggestions and negative feedback are 
equally important as we evaluate what we do and 
how we do it. 
 Lastly, the Board continues to work on the 
“greening” process.  We have been looking at the 
many lists we made during the retreat in order to 
figure out the next steps.  The curriculum commit-
tee is hard at work at adding more environmental 
components for next year, the administrative com-
mittee is working on comparing current supply 
costs with green supplies, and the executive com-
mittee is looking at ideas for marketing our green 
focus.  I spent two hours the other morning with 
Harry Phillips, a representative from RP&L looking 
at every inch of the school to see where and how we 
can improve energy efficiency.  I have a very long 
list to digest now.  Harry will be visiting each class-
room to talk about what students and families can 
do to reduce their carbon foot prints.  We are also 
pursuing several grant opportunities for supporting 
our initiatives.  I’ll keep you all posted in these ef-
forts. 
 Happy Spring! 

My class did a wonderful job on their third project of the year. They had to choose an animal from a 
different country and give a presentation on what they learned. All the children worked really hard on each 
aspect of the project. They had to write a poem about the animal. They also had to create a diorama of the 
animal’s habitat. Finally, they had to create a poster that had all the information that they learned about. To 
go along with this project the students are beginning to write a story that uses their animal as the main char-
acter. This book will be written over a few weeks and will be edited by the students. When they are finished 
writing their stories, each student will type some or the entire story on the computer. We will publish the sto-
ries and share them with the other classrooms. 

I read a Berenstain Bear book to my class and it ended up being about pollution and how the bears in 
Bear Country throw trash on the ground and it the water. As we were reading the children started talking 
about how bad it is to throw trash on the ground. As a class they decided that they wanted to take their P.E. 
time and clean up the neighborhood. We took a walk around the neighborhood and we picked up trash. We 
filled a plastic Meijer bag with stuff that we found. As a school we are going to take some pen pal time on 
Fridays every other week and clean up the neighborhood around the school. I hope that by doing this that the 
students will become aware of their surroundings and help take care of their environment. 

 Wow, it feels as though the month of March 
blew right by yet lots of things were happening in the 
classroom.  The highlight for many of us had to be rais-
ing the baby chicks and learning all about their develop-
ment.  The students were thoroughly invested in keeping 
track of the days on a chart and reading daily about the 
stages of development through the incubation period.   
Candling the eggs on the 15th day was exciting as we got 
to see movement, blood vessels, and the diminished air 
cell.  Of course the very favorite part was actually 
watching the chicks come out and then being able to 
hold and pet them when they were just over a day old.  
We marked two of the chicks so that we could tell them 
apart from the others and then kept track of their weight 
gain over time.  We recorded this on a graph in our 
room if you are interested in checking it out, most of the 
time they gained weight but sometimes they lost weight 
for the day.  We had to talk about and ponder why this 
might be.  As we departed for spring break the little 
chicks had begun to grow their adult wing and tail feath-
ers.  Lucy and her family eagerly took two of the chick’s 
home to their farm and will give us reports on them as 
the spring progresses.  The rest of the chicks traveled 
safely to New York State with me and are getting lots of 
attention from my grandchildren before they join the rest 
of the chickens on their farm. 

 Thank you, thank you to all for all the 
good work that got done on the workday. Having the 
compost tumbler put together was a major help and now 
all of us have learned to use it on a daily basis.  We look  
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forward to seeing the finished product and being able to put 
this rich soil into our garden beds, not to mention the im-
portant piece of actively learning about how to recycle our 
vegetable and fruit scraps.  Preparing the newspaper bed-
ding that we will use in our worm bin this spring was also a 
useful task that got done during the workday.  Stay tuned to 
hear more about worm bin activities, which will be starting 
soon. 
 The students were delighted to begin to plant the 
garden with some early vegetables and flower seeds.  We 
look forward to seeing if the seeds will be up by the time 
we come back from break and planting some more as the 
weather gets warmer.  Thank you to the workday crew who 
took such care to turn over the soil and to get rid of the in-
vasive bulbs. 
 Our work in the classroom with magnets will con-
tinue as we return from spring break.  We have been doing 
lots of exploring and experimenting with the magnets.  Our 
next step is to try making our own magnets from paper 
clips and then going a step further to make simple com-
passes. 
 Coming up soon you will be hearing about our final 
project for the school year.  Several of the older students 
remember from last year that the final project last year 
could be on anything they wanted to study.  They are eager 
for this opportunity again.  You may want to start brain-
storming with your child about ideas.  More information 
will come soon from me. 
 I hope you heard how fantastic the maple syrup 
from our own tree was.  We ended up making about a quart 
of syrup and making lots of pancakes to eat with the syrup.  
Of course we made a graph to show how many each of us 
ate. One child curiously counted how many in all.  We 
ended up eating 74 small pancakes!!! This was just our 
class!! The season has now moved on and we are eagerly 
watching to see when the maple leaves and blossoms will 
emerge on the tree in our schoolyard. 
 Thank you to Kumi, Aki’s mom, for coming in and 
sharing various aspects of Japanese culture.  The students 
loved making origami hats, making and eating the rice 
balls, and learning a few Japanese words and characters.   
We delighted in reading a number of books about Japan in 
the classroom and then having the opportunity to visit the 
Richmond Art Museum to see the various Japanese artifacts 
and participate in the hands on Japanese art activities. 
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Continued from John… 
bugs, fast food restaurants, the Red Sox, pirates, Georgia 
O'Keeffe, the evolution of primates, website construction, 
Isaac Newton, and natural disasters.  Students have created 
their own expectation sheets which include a presentation 
date, a timeline for them to follow to be ready for their 
presentation date, a list of questions for them to answer, 
and a list of products- or learning aids- they will construct 
to help teach the class about their topics.  Each student has 
typed up their expectation sheets and can print out extra 
copies for parents, if an extra is needed at home.  I am try-
ing to focus each student on maintaining a list of sources 
they will use to complete a bibliography.  Additionally, I 
am asking that each student properly cite any information 
or pictures they use in their project; this means that stu-
dents may not use internet pictures willy-nilly, but must 
rather search each site for its terms of use to see if any 
work can be included and what restrictions are put on that 
site.  All of the students have presentation dates in the sec-
ond and third full week in May. 
    Unfortunately, we have experienced some computer 
malfunctions during this school year.  I remember buy-
ing six computers about seven years ago, and they worked 
very well up until this year.  My class has seen all but one 
of these computers die a horrible death this school 
year.  This has meant some down time for various students 
as their computers were repaired and parts replaced by 
their selfless instructor.  This has also taken up some time 
I could have put towards other activities like school board 
meetings and getting the school play copied on DVDs for 
everyone.  Thanks for the hard work that the board is do-
ing, and the DVDs will be finished some time in the fu-
ture. 
    The class recently finished our 2 week study of the U.S. 
government and history by studying for and passing exam-
ple citizenship tests.  Everyone should know who Evan 
Bayh and Dick Lugar are, how many times a member of 
Congress can be elected, when the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was adopted, what the Emancipation Proclama-
tion did, what the three branches of our government are 
and what each does, and what the Bill of Rights is.  Good 
work class! 
    We are making quick progress towards finishing our 
plans for our trip to Washington, D.C.  We are definitely 
leaving on the morning of Friday, May 2 and returning on 
the evening of Monday, May 5.  In the two days in be-
tween we will be going to a Washington Nationals base-
ball game, in their brand new stadium, going to the Na-
tional Zoo, and seeing the Museum of Natural His-
tory.  One other event is still being planned, as are our eat-
ing arrangements.  The students will be mapping out our 
travel route and then selecting eating destinations along 
the way.  Fun will be had by all... or else.  A complete per-
mission slip and information sheet will be made available 
in a couple of weeks. 

    The upstairs class is in the midst of another grueling 
round of projects.  Their beneficent teacher has allowed 
them to choose their own project topics for the final one of 
the year.  Topics include (in no particular order) the brain,   

                                                              Continued over  ... 
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· Keep clipping box tops!  

· Fieldtrip Reminder: Please turn in exact cash for f ieldtrip expenses.  
Also, volunteer drivers please refrain from using m obile phones when 
driving as a safety precaution. 

· Please bring in your aluminum cans and deposit in t he bin outside of 
Marianne’s class.  This project is called ‘Cans for  Lands’ and benefits 
the Whitewater Valley Land trust. �
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· April 1 – 4: No School, Spring 
Break �

· 2008-09 Applications are due �
· April 25: “Bring  A Friend to 

School Day” �
�
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