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 Before we address May news, let me extend a big thank you to our mu-
sic teacher, Marie Vandenbark, who helped our students perform in a number of 
venues over the last few weeks. Our Earth Day tree dedication and singing con-
cert at Friends Fellowship was a great success, concluding with such an enjoy-
able and appropriate eco-friendly lunch with some of the residents! Our plates 
were edible (tortillas), our sandwiches were flower shaped, and our desert had 
(Gummi) worms in it! A few students and families were also able to join us for 
singing at West Richmond Friends and First Friends Meetings. This is such a 
wonderful outreach opportunity to build relationship with area Meetings that sup-
port our school through individual efforts and collectively. Thank you for everyone 
who made it possible!  

 At the end of April, I attended the Friends Council on Education Elemen-
tary Heads’ Conference in Philadelphia. We are 1 of about 85 other Friends 
Schools across the country that belongs to this wonderful organization. FCE pro-
vides guidance and invaluable professional development opportunities for fac-
ulty, staff, and boards of Friends Schools. It was so helpful to network and strate-
gize with folk who have the same challenges, even if they may be in very differ-
ent geographic locations and have vastly different financial profiles. Many 
Friends Schools, especially in Philadelphia and surrounding counties (of which 
there are 25+!), are struggling with enrollment given the economy and competi-
tion amongst independent schools. While we are not spared from some of these 
same concerns, we are currently projecting a small, but steady rise in enrollment 
for next year. Families, keep working your marketing magic! 

 May is here and the end of the school year is drawing to a close. Can 
you believe it?! I am hoping to finalize all acceptance letters and distribute next 
year’s academic calendar this week. While I am excited about new folk joining 
us, I am saddened that others will be moving on after this year. There will be time 
to celebrate everyone….we will be having our traditional end of the year All-
School Picnic at Whitewater Memorial State Park on Wednesday, May 27. More 
information will be forthcoming, but plan now to attend. You are welcome to join 
us for food, play, hikes, and fishing, if so inclined. There will be yet another occa-
sion the same week to come together in community, and that is for our gradua-
tion on Friday, May 29. There will be a pitch-in luncheon honoring our outgoing 
board members and teacher from 11:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. before graduation 
festivities begin at 1 p.m. (continued on page 2) 
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May 25:  No school; 
Memorial Day 

 
May 27:  All-School Picnic 
at Whitewater State Park 

 

May 29:  Last Day of 
School, Pitch-In Lunch, 
Graduation, and Ice 
Cream Social 
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(continued from page 1) 

Graduation this year will feature singing performances from all students. If you have not had a chance to be in 
an audience, this will be your last opportunity! 

 Thank you to board member Sarah Northrop and the ever-diligent Kay Maurer for all of their passion 
and work to get the flower sales off the ground. It is a lovely way to support a local farm, beautify your sur-
roundings, and benefit the school all at the same time. 

 Thank you for a wonderful year. I look forward to all that is still to come! 

 We’ve almost reached the end of this 
academic year. How is it possible that an entire 
school year is coming to a close? I would like 
to take a minute to express my thanks to all the 
students and parents in my classroom for a 
wonderful year. Your children are so bright, so 
loving, so full of curiosity, and so much fun. 
They have really enhanced my life this year. I 
hope you all have a wonderful summer full of 
playing outside, reading, drawing, reading, 
playing outside, painting, counting, reading… 

 This month has been filled with visitors. 
We have had many, many prospective pre-K /
Kindergarten students and their parents visiting 
our classroom. It’s been satisfying to watch the 
class’ attitudes and understanding of these 
visits evolve. At first, I would explain why a par-
ticular student was visiting and tell that student 
the class rules, etc. The students would com-
pete for that student’s attention and the dynam-
ics of the classroom would be all mixed up. But 
now that we’re old pros at this; when a pro-
spective student arrives, the visitor is warmly 
welcomed by the students when they enter. 
During our gathering time, the students explain 
to the visitor not only what our class rules are 
but also why those rules are important. They 
take turns getting to know the visitor and re-
spect the visitor’s unique approach to taking 
everything in. What could have been disruptive 
has turned out to be an unexpectedly reward-
ing learning experience for all of us. 

 It’s been all dinosaurs in the classroom 
this month. Herbivores, carnivores, omnivores, 
and some dinosaurs that we have invented on 
our own! We also have been reading a book 
called Dragonfly. What is it about? Well, you’ll 
have to ask one of the full-day students in my 
class or one of the first graders in Jennifer’s 
class if you really want to know. 

(continued on page 3) 

RFS Students at Friends Fellowship Community 
on Earth Day Planting a Tree and Singing Songs 
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(continued from page 2) 

Why would Jennifer’s first graders know 
about a book our class is reading? That’s 
because Jennifer and I combined my class 
with her first graders three afternoons a 
week during April. The students meshed 
very, very well. It was both entertaining and 
interesting to see how the students took to 
some change in “status.” Jennifer’s first 
graders were suddenly the oldest. My kin-
dergarteners were suddenly not the oldest. 
And my pre-Kindergarteners were, well, un-
fazed by the whole thing. I very much en-
joyed spending the time co-teaching with 
Jennifer. It’s fun to have another adult in the 
room when one of those unintentionally 
funny kid moments happens. 

 During these last few weeks, our 
class will be doing their final project. The 
topic this time is science. Each student will 
be devising, conducting, documenting and 
explaining his or her experiment. Should be 
exciting! I’m anticipating explosions and 
messes…sorry, parents.  

 We will also be leaving dinosaurs 
behind as we explore a few new authors 
and delve back into the world of fiction. 

 Thanks again for a terrific year. I 
wish you all a fun and peaceful summer. 

Justin shows what the fashionable 
RFS students are wearing these 

days! 

Tania and Ethan at Legos Club 
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Reflections on Spanish 
by Sarah Holt and Alissa Vandenbark 

 

 Over the past few months, Katie Hen-
ninger has been helping us learn and under-
stand Spanish. We have learned many things, 
like colors and animals and regular school 
items. She has also refreshed our memory from 
last year. She has been a big help to us all; we 
wish she could stay. 
 There are many different opinions about 
Spanish. Natalie Josephson, 11, said, “I think 
her capability of arranging for us to go to the 
Mexican restaurant was very impressive.” 
Spencer Lanman, 11, said, “She really made it 
fun for me.” 
 There are also many other voices, like 
Lilly Hinkley, 5, and Alex Dimick Eastman, 7: “I 
think Katie does fun stuff,” says Lilly. “Katie's 
really nice. I like her a lot,” says Alex. And of 
course, John Sheets has something to say, too. 
“I like that she expanded our class' Spanish vo-
cabulary by including everyday things, like pets 
and things in the classroom.” Katie is much 
loved here at Richmond Friends School, and we 
will miss her very much. She is a great teacher 
for being able to combine learning and fun. 
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RFS would like to extend its sincerest thanks to Sarah Northrop and Kay Maurer for 
raising over $1,000 through a week-long flower sale at the school. The proceeds from 
the sale benefit the school, and a local grower also benefited by selling the flowers. 
 
A lot of work went into the sale, especially in less-than-ideal weather conditions. We 
appreciate everyone who supported this annual effort by buying the beautiful flowers.�
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 As promised last week, here are recaps of last weekend’s field trip to Altavista, Virginia, by seven 
of John Sheet’s upper-elementary class. Enjoy!! 

 

 

Eating in Virginia, by Cassie Ferrell 
 The first stop for food for everyone on our way to Virginia was at Subway, except for Michael; he 
got a pizza. For dinner Friday night we ate at Applebee’s. I got chicken fingers and chocolate milk. The 
next day for lunch, we ate at Golden Corral. For dinner Saturday night, we ate at the Salem Red Sox 
baseball game. On Sunday afternoon we went to Huddle House for lunch. On the way back to Richmond 
on Monday, we stopped at Tamarack, West Virginia, for lunch. We all ate breakfast each morning at 
John's parents’ house. 

 

John's Parents' House  by Alissa Vandenbark 
It was late Friday night when we got to John's parents' house, but we could still tell it was awe-

some. It had a beautiful woods around it, and the house was actually a log cabin. It was almost completely 
wood inside and out. When we woke up, we ate breakfast; I'm sure anyone will tell you how good it was! 
After we got ready, we drove to where we wanted to go. 

When we got back on Saturday, it was very late. The boys and the girls had separate rooms. On 
Sunday, the second day, we had basically the same schedule, except different things to do. Also different 
was the time we got back. That day we had a scavenger hunt when we got back and then a cook-in. We 
loved the house and surrounding area. I personally had more fun there than at any other place we went. 
 

Poplar Forest  by Spencer Lanman 
Poplar Forest was a lot of fun and was really cool. Poplar Forest was Thomas Jefferson's other 

home, where he went to get away from people. Poplar Forest has a similar design as Monticello; however, 
one of the wings was not finished and was smaller. Poplar Forest is just southwest of Lynchburg, Virginia. 
It was originally a tobacco farm, but Jefferson took part of the property and made it into his “other home.” 
In 1806 construction began to create his new house. When construction was completed and Jefferson re-
tired, Polar Forest became a big part of his life, a place to get away. 

We learned all this and more from two tours, one outside and one inside. When we were done 
with both tours, we got to go in the basement and see a wine cellar and other cool stuff, like tobacco bar-
rels and the boat that carried them. It was also cool to learn all the cool designs and ideas Jefferson came 
up with for Poplar Forest. 
 

Appomattox Courthouse  by Sarah Holt 
One of the places we went was Appomattox Courthouse. Appomattox Courthouse is the place 

where General Robert E. Lee, a general in the Confederate Army, surrendered to General Ulysses S. 
Grant of the Union Army. Appomattox Courthouse is the main attraction in Appomattox, which is a small 
village. There were small homes, a jail, and, of course, the courthouse. I decided to get some opinions 
from my classmates. 

“I liked the slideshow; it was really cool,” said Michael. Spencer said the McLean House was en-
joyable, and Alissa liked how they constructed it. Nico and Cassie both liked the jail. Natalie also remarked 
on how realistic all the construction was. 

There were other places that we went, like a tavern and some other village abodes, but there were 
too many to visit them all. Of course, no attraction is perfect; there was also some negativity. Cassie 
thought the slideshow could have been better, and Michael thought it could have been a little more organ-
ized with a tour guide. Alissa wished that they would have built the jail on the actual foundation, instead of 
building a new one. Spencer said that the gift shop could have been better. 

In conclusion, Appomattox was a good mix of fun and education. I'm sure everyone was happy to 
go. 

(continued on page 7) 



 (continued from page 6) 

Salem Red Sox by Michael Perdomo 
 During John's class field trip, we went to a Salem Red Sox game, where they played a doubleheader. 
against the Lynchburg Hillcats. Both teams are Single A teams, with the Red Sox being a farm team for the 
Boston Red Sox and the Hillcats being a farm team for the Pittsburgh Pirates. The reason they played the dou-
bleheader is because the last game was rained out. If the game hadn't been rained out, there would have been 
a children-safe concert for two hours. 

 In the first game, it was Hillcats 8 and Red Sox 5 in the third inning. In the bottom of the eight inning, 
the Red Sox put in Josh Papelbon to pitch. His pitching style is a submarine (sidearm) delivery. His statistics 
were 2 wins and 1 loss, with an ERA of 5.15 and 7 strikeouts. He is also the younger brother to Jon Papelbon, 
a pitcher for Boston Red Sox. 

 At the end of Game 1, the score was 12–5 in the Hillcats’ favor. For Game 2, they played a 7-inning 
game instead of the usual 9 innings. During Game 2, Miles Durham hit an inside-the-park home run that 
helped them win the game 10–2.  In Game 2, Michael and  Sarah competed in the Taco Bell sauce toss and 
both won three free beef tacos the next time they buy something at Taco Bell. 

 

Amazement Square Closed  by Nico Kemp 
 We were at Appomattox when John got the call. When he came back, he said Amazement Square 
was closed on Mother’s Day. Everybody was not happy!! When our food came, John asked for a phone book 
and called his dad to ask if there is anything else to do. He did not have any ideas. Laura suggested we could 
go to Dairy Freeze, which is an ice cream place. We all got ice cream, and the good thing is we did not have to 
pay. 
 After we drove back from getting ice cream, we went fishing. The biggest fish we caught was 10 
inches. We also caught a lot of smaller fish, like 3 to 8 inches. A lot of people said it was a good substitute for 
Amazement Square. 
  

Road Trip Review  by Natalie Josephson 
 Last Friday at 9:00 a.m., John Sheet's class left for Virginia. It is a 10-hour drive, including bathroom, 
gas, and eating breaks. John was driving one car with Spencer, Sarah, Michael, Nico, and Alissa in it. The 
other car was driven by Laura Josephson. The kids in Laura's car were Natalie and Cassie, and in the passen-
ger seat was Jennifer (Cassie's mom.) Each person had their favorite things and things that they didn't like on 
the drive. This is what the kids thought of about the drive. 

Things People Liked 

 Michael: My favorite thing was stopping and eating at the rest stops. 
 Cassie: The thing that I liked the best was laying on Natalie and doing Madlibs. 
 Nico: Getting out of the car was my favorite thing. 
 Spencer: I enjoyed riding in the front seat. 
 Alissa: I loved to play games in the car. 
 John: There was no one who got sick in the car, and RFS could pay for all of the gas. 
 Natalie: I liked to listen to my music. 
 Sarah: I liked playing games. 

 

Things People Didn't Like 

 Spencer: I didn't like how long the drive was. 
 Sarah: I didn't like when I got car sick. 
 Nico: I didn't like it when Michael wrapped my pillow around his head. 
 Natalie: I didn't like doing Madlibs or drawing when I wanted to rest, and how long the driving was. 
 John: I didn't like hearing children argue about which seats they were going to sit in. 
 Cassie: I thought that it was unfair that the grownups got coffee and hot chocolate and the kids didn't. 
 Michael: I didn't like it when Sarah was not being nice to me. 
 Alissa: I didn't like it when people argued. 
 

 Overall, the driving was nice, peaceful, and most of all, FUN! 


