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Happy April, but first, HUGE thanks for efforts last month during our
family work day when we joined together to do important tasks. In addition to
building community, cleaning, and fixing various parts of our school, we also
gave service to Cope Environmental Center.

Another thing that makes me jump for joy and gratitude is being able
to project that we will indeed surpass our $10,000 Readathon goal for parent
fundraising. This year is my first as a parent, and | am proud to share this
success with my fellow parents. | do have to say that | have a new apprecia-
tion for the excitement and challenges of this month-plus long endeavor. Nice
work!

I hope everyone had a relaxing, fun spring break and is ready for the
next two months as we begin to see summer on the horizon. April will hope-
fully be the month when we confirm returning student enrollment and prepare
to welcome new students (on paper, anyway!). If you haven't turned in your
application yet, please do so and as always, if you have questions or con-
cerns, don't hesitate to contact me. If you know someone who may be inter-
ested in visiting RFS and hasn't done so already, invite them to our "Bring a
Friend to School Day" on the April 24th.

Musically speaking, we plan to have a few musical performances for
our students this month. On Earth Day, April 22nd, we will join folk at Friends
Fellowship Community to perform a spring concert, plant and dedicate two
trees, and have lunch with residents. We also hope to offer opportunities for
interested and able students to sing at West Richmond Friends Meeting as
well as First Friends Meeting some time either before or after Earth Day.
(Look for more information from Marie, our music teacher.)

This will be a great time to share our musical talents and build rela-
tionship with area Quaker Meetings. Do not fear, parents; it is true that all of
our music performances to date have been for others. Your opportunity will
be during graduation on May 29th. We plan to add a musical component to
our graduation celebration for the first time.

Happy spring! May it be filled with wonder and learning!
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Every day after lunch, the students relax on the
carpet while | read a chapter book aloud. We've read a
variety of books, and nearly all of them have been a big
hit. But none of them have engaged the class in quite the
way the book series we've read during March has.
Franny K. Stein has become something of a wonder.
The students talk about her, write about her, draw pic-
tures of her, and conduct science experiments inspired
by her. A few students are even beginning to decorate
their bedrooms to look like science laboratories like her!

Also in the afternoons we have been reading
books and watching a few short DVDs about life on the
farm. We've learned about sheep, cows, harvesting, and
other work that goes into farm life. Speaking of the DVD/
VCR player, let me take this as an opportunity to say that
the DVD player has stopped working. If anyone has a
DVD player they'd be interested in donating to the
school’s library, we would be very appreciative.

We've been learning about a variety of birds and
the different types of nests that they build. It's been
great, too, because we go out for recess and the birds
are busily showing us how they fly back and forth, carry
twigs, talk to each other, and peck at the walnut tree.

In the mornings we have continued to work on
adding using manipulatives and creating increasingly
complex patterns of various kinds. In the afternoons we
are getting more abstract with our math by beginning to
do some written arithmetic with addition. The students
continually amaze me with how eager they are to move
forward and try new things. And they're so capable!

The class had a field trip to the Richmond Art
Museum to take part in “Art is Mexico.” The students
were able to create four different styles of Mexican art
forms and had a very good time. If you haven't been to
the museum lately, | recommend a visit.

We had a lot of fun and amusing conversation
as we learned about the moon, Ireland, and St. Patrick’s
Day. We read a ;lot of books, both fiction and non-fiction.
The related artwork has been entertaining and creative.

Now that our projects are finished, we have re-
turned to our regular Tuesday Packet homework. We'll
have four more Tuesday Packets during April, and that
will be the end of Tuesday Packets for this academic
year. During May we will be working on our final project
of the year. Be on the lookout for details in a few weeks.

We had Show and Tell the last Friday of the
month after taking some time off. It seemed to work well
to have Show and Tell be an occasional event rather
than a weekly event. The students were so much more
interested and attentive than last time. We’'ll continue
with that idea and not have Show and Tell again for sev-
eral weeks. I'll have the students let you know when that
will be.

Thank you for terrific parent-teacher confer-
ences!
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We surpassed our goal of
100 cans of food; we collected about
150 cans! | would like to thank eve-
ryone who donated food. We took
them to the Community Food Pantry
the week before spring break. Les
showed the students around the
pantry, and he answered all ques-
tions the students had about how the
pantry was ran and who received the
food. At the end of the visit the stu-
dents were able to sort some food
items that had been donated by the
Boy Scouts. They were able to see
what the volunteers have to do when
they are working.

When it gets warmer we are
going to begin another community
project that was started last year and
the students have asked to do it
again. We will be cleaning up the
neighborhood around the school.
When we take walks we see so
much trash thrown on the sidewalks
and grass.

Center groups have been
switched as well as the combination
of the centers each day. The change
has really seemed to work. The stu-
dents were getting tired of working
with the same group of people every
day. | felt that switching them after
we came back from Spring Break will
be a fresh start to the last few
months of the school year.

Another switch that has hap-
pened is the second graders began
the transition into John's class by
spending two hours each afternoon
in his class. This will continue
through April. The students in
Laura's class who will be moving up
into first grade next year will be join-
ing our class in the afternoon while
the second graders are gone.

We have a project coming
up soon; watch for the details to
come home in homework folders.
We will have one this month and the
final project in May.
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| am currently at my parents'
newly completed log cabin near Roa-
noke, Virginia. | am here not only be-
cause it is Spring Break, but because |
am scoping out the Springfield trip. The
Boston Red Sox have a Single A team
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end of May 8-11 will be the dates for
the trip, but I still have a couple of
places to check before that date is set
in stone. The cabin is wonderful and
worth all of the time and money that
they have put into it. There are two
large bedrooms upstairs bedrooms that
can accommodate the boys and girls,
with a small area in between for a
guard to sleep. As | drove up to their
cabin late last night, | counted 48 deer
in the two-mile stretch of road right be-
fore their cabin and saw some wild tur-
keys earlier this morning.

The class is now working on
projects that are grade-
dependent. Spencer is focusing on the
Renaissance and four people who per-
sonified the change that occurred dur-
ing that time. Natalie, Nico, and Sarah
are studying the beginning of America;
with a focus on colonial life, the history
of the Virginia colony, and the Revolu-
tionary War, respectively. Michael and
Alissa are studying the history of Indi-
ana, with Michael learning about pio-
neer life and Alissa focusing on the War
of 1812 and its effect on Indiana state-
hood. Finally, the third graders are
learning about Richmond history, with
Kian studying the history of Quakers in
Richmond; Cassie focused on Earlham
College's past; and Nick studying the
Gannett record company. Parents and
friends will be invited to see the presen-
tations once they begin near the end of
April/start of May. Most of the students’
project work will be at school, but some
may need to be completed at home. Be
on the lookout for updates after Spring
Break.

Sorry, | have to go now since
my dad wants to go fishing; | would
hate to let him down.
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