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Interim School Coordinator:

ltds February and at RFS tha
exciting month for the whole school as we participate in special activiti
meant to highlight the fun and enjoyment of reading. You should all h
received a Readathon information packet and should be in the midst
gathering sponsors and tracking units read. We ask that every family
aside 30 minutes of reading tim
forget to check the activity calendar as well. Your child/children can e
extra units by doing the daily activity. As part of the Readathon this y
we would Iike to collect family
Cookbook. Please bring in or email copies of recipes your family like
throughout the month of February. Please help support this fun fund
ing event by reading together!

February also brings our third school theatrical production! Th
year, as you all know, Rae, our theatre maven and Nora, an Earlham
guistics and psychology student, have been working with our student
produce an original bilingual play. The resulting work, Bienvenida a
Esperanza, will be performed February 29th and March 1st. The kid
have been working very hard learning the songs, lines, and various
noises. Rae put out a schedule and you will have noticed that she is
ing for parents to stay during some of the rehearsals towards the en
month. Please help support this project by volunteering some time.
will be getting more information about the performances in the next f
days, but if you have any questions please do not hesitate to ask Ra

News from the BoardThe Board, faculty, and staff recently hel
half day retreat in preparation for our upcoming full day retreat on E
ronmental Opportunities and Initiatives for RFS. This past Saturday
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Continued from Marci eé K- Marianne
met to revisit the strategic plan that was set in m(-_'_

tion in 2006. Our working groups have been fo-

cusing on details laid out in the action plan and It was so good to get back and see everyone
the good news is that we have accomplished quitethe New Year. The children were eager to share

a few of our tasks! The working groups, all the displays and information they had gathered
(administrative, curriculum, market- on animals of Antarctica and |, of course, was eager
ing/recruitment, and development), will each be t0 share my pictures, experiences, and stories. We

l ooming at how we can hpvelkadlgieof furpwithethisy Fhe guestons ande r e
at RFS. Itis an exciting topic which the Board isdiscourse still continue. On the very cold and
committed to as part of our vision for the school. Wi ndy day | ast week | wa:

Look for more updates on what the Board isdoingt i s in Antarctica?o0 |
and how you can be involved. construct knowledge based on their own experi-

Lastly, 1o6d Iike to*"%hank everyone who has
asked me how things are going as | ease into Wow! I am impressed with the project re-
Marcieds position. T h ROHSKOR Indjaga mammals. ;e @re lgagningso| 4 v
ten, things are going We¢h fromhagehoethenrd k
Marcie yet but | as s u méerstangliggandygepithe tegng abgngdantyyare, and
trenched in her experiences in New Zealand. | endangered, hibernation, nocturnal, predator, and
know shedl |l have a | ot Preyolnadditon, the pgrsona) cregtiyity ghawnin s |
turns. In the meantime, please continue to ask méhe dioramas, as well as the songs, poems, acting
questions and share your concerns. out, and stories has been a delight to all. Parents,

thanks for all your support with this. The students

. . have loved doing these and feel proud ownership
1st-2nd: Jennifer over their specific animal.

e The projects are all displayed in our class-

The first and second grade class finished their room museum, come check them out if you like.
projects on states right before Christmas break. They@llr next step is to invite the older kids to come and
did a fabulous job. They had to create the flag, do a circulate around to each expert as a way of sharing
poster, and give a presentation on the state. We learrfagther. Coming up, we will take a trip to the Joseph
about Wisconsin, Oklahoma, Alaska, Virginia, Ken-  Moore Museum at Earlham for a behind the scenes
tucky, New Jersey, and West Virginia. The students Wdlur of Indiana mammals and at a later date we

be doing 12 more projects this school year. The next hope to spend time at Cope Environmental Center
project will be on countries and the final project will belooking for signs of some of our mammals.

on a topic of S tudentos cho Aridst all of this we were able to celebrate
__ We have also been working on nouns, verbs, aggg gay. This is always an exciting time when we
adjectives. They enjoy doing Mad Libs which are silly 4, 4o counting activities including counting

stories where you fill in the blanks before reading the
story. We have played a game called What Can You Ddo(?Wn or backward as we approach the 100th day of

In this game we stand in a circle and ask each child W@gpool. The varle.ty of lepay ftems brought in for
they can do and then we try the action. We have also isplay has been interesting to see and talk about.

played a game where they have to choose a paper froW% had a great time after All School Meeting

container. If the word is a noun they have to draw the working with our pen pgl’fs each group coun_ting _
noun but if it is a verb they have to do the action. out a hundred of one kind of our math manipulative

| am looking forward to the Rezaithon this materialsi tiles, pattern blocks, unifix cubes etc.

i I i -
month. | am looking forward for my class to learn how :N_e cggnted 900 Ittethl)S tOte\lll\'/' Each 100 IS co?h ¢
to make paper with Linda. Also, we are going to see 2 ained in a separate bag. VVe areé now using them to

plays this month which | think the students will really Compare size and weighthe math (_:ontinues _on!
enjoy. Finally, | can6t wai ¥Yoummayhsgve keardthe childremtalking or s
has chosen for our class to study. about the morning message. This is new starting in

continued over to page 3...




Continued

from Mari anneé

January. I f you havenodrdfledthd Jabmbut it please a

them. They love reading this message together ani
are getting quite good at recognizing specific words.

They are now asking me to write more challenging

messageséweoll see.

sons

The students are practicing their songs wee
for the All School Play that will be coming up at the
end of February. We look forward to this fun produg

| regret to inform everyone that the school year is

about 3/5 overThis is regrettable since the year seems to

. be going so smoothly, despite the recent day off which did-
Tova Boehm, an Earlham Art major started t@¢, ‘according to my opinion, appear to warranfihe up-
work with us in January. She plans specific art lesper elementary field trip to the Richmond Symphony,
scheduled for this past Friday, will be rescheduled for

to do with the children. It is wonderful to have her sometime in the future.

join us once a week.

February is the busiest month of the year here at

FS. We have the Reaathon, which brings with it a tor-

rnas

om

chedule of reading from sun up to sun down (and if

torrid reading is not occuring then let me kneand for

e truly dedicated students even the time in be-

tion. Make sure you tell your friends and families yeen. we also have some corroborating field trips, like to
about it. We hope to have a good crowd.

February is also busy with the much loved school activities, like paper makin@n the last day of the
Reada-thon. This is one of our biggest and most infaonth we will be having pajama day with the traditional

portant fundraisers. Please help your child get pledjg¥

the |

ibrary and Interfaith apartments, and we have some in

ake breakfasPlease thank Louise Buckmaster for her

for doing the great reading that they do. Thisis a NelP in organizing these activities.
wonder ful way to support
books and reading. You should count units at homéef&f!

the reading you do there. | will keep track of the u
of reading that happen at school for all the students(él
my class and then | will give you the tally when you,
get ready to collect your pledges. Have fun and

READ-READ-READ!

Val entinebés Day i s

yTB_equstairé' plgss|hap goge ofthey @c@/i}ie@_ sghed- |
for this month as wellThe sixth graders will be fin-

Hﬁging up their projectsKita will be finishing her movie
orpcerning homophaobia for entrance into the into the
rooklyn Friends School Film Festival, Aidan is having a
ake sale at Earlham to finish raising money for the Saint

Joseph Orphanage in Cincinatti, and Somer is using the
class' help to finish off her homemade blanket for Covenant

aHousegvhiah wilhbe maged aff [aiter this npgath to peovide  t

celebrate it. We will be making bags for the kids tosome warmth for the homeless residents thadition-
put their valentines in and we will have materials ow!ly: we will be attending Conservation Days at the Raper

for making valentines for classmates but students
ten like to bring valentines from home as well. This 7
fine. We look forward to this day and will probably
make a special snack to go along with the festivitie

School Calendar:

Feb. 11thd K-2 Cl asses AT
Hungry Caterpillaro
Feb. 13thd 3-6 Class Conservation Day
Feb.18thd No School ,
Feb.22ndd AI'l Cl asses
Stories of Wayside

Feb. 29ndd Annual Pancake Breakfast
and Pajama Day

d

&

deenter in the middle of the month to learn about agriculture

conservation efforts in Wayne County.
| would say more, but | am so busy getting ready

gor this hectic month that......

%%%%%%%%%%%i
February Bi r%hda

Nt 0 o Birhdays in February %
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School News:

Collected Box Tops will be mailed in mid -
October. Youdbve got a t o Jcl i

Fieldtrip Reminder: Please turn in exact cash
for fieldtrip expenses. Also, volunteer drivers
please refrain from using mobile phones
when driving as a safety precaution.

Please bring in your aluminum cans and
deposit in the bin outside of Marianne &
Jenni ferds cl ass. Th
for Lands6é6 and benefi
Land trust.

Please visit the our new website at
www.richmondfriendsschool.org
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ReadA-Thon News:

Runs from February 4th & 29th !!
Pledges should be collected beginning March 1st
Pledges should be turned in March 10th

Family Pitch -In Celebration is Wednesday, March
12th

We need family recipes for the RFS cookbook !!!

Meijer Guest Card:

RFS can benefit from your
shopping at Meijers.
Just complete the application using
RFS code # 730342 and RFS will

receive financial awards.
There is no cost or obligation to you.
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